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-THE 
Author's Advertiſement | 
TO-THE 


READER 


1 are not Diſcourſes 
which require either much- 
pphcation or Time in the Rea-- 
der; they are fingle Thoughts, 
meerly moral,which hawe for their 
Dbjeft not only natural Honeſty, 
lhe thoſe of EpiGtetus andSeneca 3 
Cut they are Chriſtian Thoughts, 
which have for their end the —_ | 
Þ ImportantTruths of Faith,andthe 
moſt ſublime Maxims of the Go- 


Thefe 


| pet. 


| Advertiſement 
TheſeThoughts are not only pro- 


per for thoſe who live retired, and 
whoſe Buſineſs is Devotion, but 
likewiſe for thoſe who are engaged 
in Af airs of the World, and bawel| 
little or no acquaintance with God ; 

for eertainlythey who are moſt em-| 
ployed in worldly Concerns, may 
ſometimes find-.2 Moment to caſt 
ap their Eyes to Heaven; and || 
though their Affairs are ſo urgent, | 
as not to allow them regular Medi- 
tations, yet they may at leaſt once 
a day entertain a religiousThought | 
before they enter upon their world- | 
ly Buſineſs. The defign of this] 
little Book is to ſurniſh you with 
Meditations for every Day of 
the Month ; To make good uſe of 
them, you muſt obſerve the follows. 
ing Method. © Ir 


— 


to the Reader. 
In the Morning as ſoon as you 


hawe prayed to God, and bepg'd 
bis ProteCiion, readthe Thoughts - 
for that Day; but read them lei- 
ſarely,that you may thronghly com- 
prehend them. If You have time 
enough, conſider well the firſt Ar- 
ticle before you proceed to the ſe- 
cond, and be not prieye with uns 
derſtanding the Truths or Maxims 
, $that you bawe read;enter intothem, 
= digeſt them; make right Applicati- 
e Non of them; and ſo the like in e- 
t Eoery other Article : If you bave 
= ſoo much Buſineſs, content your 
s Welf with a ſinglereading.Chriſtian 
h fThoughts make the ſame Impreſ- 
þ Wor: 07 the Mind, that a Seal does 
f pn Wax though they enter never 
=o little into it, yet they are ſure 


4 to 


Was BUY = $ ago OD hg By: © 


Advertiſement- 
to leave ſome Mark bebind. If yon 
bawe noleiſure in the Morning to | 
read theſe 1honghts, nor any other 
time of the Day, yer read them at- 
Night before you go to bed. 

ThePrafttice which inmediate- 
ly follows the Thoughts for the day, | 
zs both important and eaſe, and 
muſt by no means be omitted.. An 
Act of Virtue, and'one ſhort Re- 
fleton, are. ſoon performed. 

The Quotations at. the end of 
the Chapters, are a Compendium 
of the Day's Meditation, in which 
zs containedthe force and ſubſtance 
of tt. They are ſtort and eafre to 

| be learned by Heart; they are 
touching and ſufficient both to exs 
cite, ſuſtain, and nouriſh the Soul 
for that Day. They are Grains 
of 


to the Reader. 


f Eſſence which contain manyV itr- 
Hes in a little reom, and work 
great Effefis in a little time. 

Is hen, by this Method of a Cha- 
ter every Day, you- have gone 
through the whole, begin and read 
them again, that you may be ſure 
ro underſtand them perfeSily, and. 
Preap the neceſſary benefit. 
'| There is always ſomething ts 
diſcover in the Truths of the Gof- 
pel, they are inexhauſtible Mines ; 
they are likewiſe ſuch Seeds as will 
produce no Fruit, unleſs they be 
deeply rooted in our Hearts. 


PP Se Yu Tf 


TO T HE 
Tngenious Tranſlator. 


O imitate this Authors pions flame, Y 

- And awful Style, muſt, challenge equal Fame. 
For while you copy his Seraphick Mind, 
In words as weighty, Language more refin'd ; 
With your's the Nations praiſe you do advance, 
And Britain once more triumphs over France. 
4 mork that has a full atonement wrought. 
For all the numerous Toys by others brought 
This Gem 348 had before, but ſo diſouis'd 
By artleſs Hands the Femel fearce was pris d. 
Poliſh'd by thee, it ſhines in every Page, 
To daxle and invite the wondring Age. . 
Since then thog haſt begun withſuch ſucceſs, 
Proceed tili the whole Treaſure we poſſeſs. 
For pl:aſure ſome, and ſome for profit rome, 
He travels b:ft, who brings Salvation home. 


—— 
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O OK S Printed for, and _ 


to be Sold by F. Wild at the Ele- 
phant at Charing-Crofs. 


Olher'sEflays on ſeveral Moral Sub- 
Qs. 
The certainty of a Future State, . or a. 


iſcourſe concerning Apparitions. By FX. 
e. A. M. Chaplain to the Right 4 
urable the Ear of Burlington. 


A Sermon at the Funeral of Mrs. By/l:- 
nt who was Barbarouſly Murder'd in 

. Martins-Le-Grand, by Edmond Aud- 
, Preached by B. Crook, A. M. ReQtor 
f St. Michael Wood:ſtreet. | 


A Sertnon Preached on St. Czci/:a's day 
697. By Nicholas Brady, D. D. Chap- 
in to his Majeſty... 
Two other Sermons by the ſame Au- 


Uegies x 


Elegies on ſeveral SubjeAs viz. On 
the Death of the Queen, on the Death 
of the Arch-Biſhop,&7c. By N. Tate Eſq; 
his Majeſty's Poet Laureat OQtavo. 


A Brief and True Account of the 
New Verſion of Pſalms, by a Member 0 
the Church of England, 


Where you may likewiſe be furniſhec 
with the New Pſalms Bound any manne: 
of way, in Ottavo, or Twelves, eithe! 
Single or Bound with Common Praye 


Chriſtian 


T 


(1) 


Chriſtian Thoughts 
For every Day of the 


IM O N TH- 


'— The firſt Day. 
Of Faith. 


Hatſvever the Goſpel teach- 
_ eth us, 15: grounded upon 
the Authority of Gods 
Word ; that which is there propoſed ta 

us for the ObjeQ of our Belief, was re- 
ceived from Chriſt himſelf. . It is im 
poflible to err; when we have Truth it 
ſelf for our Guide. There is nothing 
more reaſonable than that ſubmitting 

our Reaſon to Faith. 

IH. To what end has a ChriſtianFaith, 

11} if he makes not uſe of it, as a Rule to his 
Attions : > It isa _ madneſs to _ 
the 


2 The Firlk Day. 

the Truth. of that.DaQtrine which God : 
has reveal'd, which {5 mauy Martyrs 
have ſigned with their Blood, which has; 
been confirmed by ſo many Miracles, 
and which ths Devils themſelves have 
been forc'd to acknowledge. But it is 
yet a far greater madneſs to believe this 
DeQtrine, and live as one doubted the 
verity of it; for itis to-believe.as theſſ 
. Devils do, not to lead a Life conform: 
able to our Faith. 

HI. Faith, then for the future, ſhall 
be the pans of my ACtions, and Rule 
ofmy Lite; that which ſhe diſapprovesy * 
I will abſolutely condemn, notwith- F 
fanding all the Struglings of Nature © 
'T will make uſe of the Maxims of thel® 
Goſpel _— thoſe of the World. What ky 

fays the World ? It ſays, We ought toff 
follow our own Inclinations, and ſuffer: 
nothing. Whatſays Jeſus Chriſt ? quitg] 
the contrary. Who is in the right of it 
Chrift or the World ? 


Here thank God that you are born @ Me 
ber of the true Church. Say the Cree 
flowly, as if you were making a (olemn, h 
Profeſſion of your Faith. 


y 


-Y, 


tude 


; The Second Pay» 3 
 BAdauge nobis fidem, Luke, Chap. 17. 
{Lord encreaſe our Faith. 

Quid prodeft, fi quis catholice credat, 
G I” &, 
fg & gentihiter vivat ? Pet. Dam. 
EWhat avails jt to believelike a Chriſtian, 
and live like a Heathen. 


4 


O 


bn. ou 


= he Second Day. - 
Of the End of Man. 


Jl. OD alone is our laſt End; he 
F could not create us. but for him- 


D 

t- ſelf. Our Heart tells us, We are made 
"FJonly for God, and we cannot think 0- 
"Itherwiſe, withour betraying ſour ſelves, 
"and giving our Hearts the Lye. 


IL Every one ought to have his own. 
_ Let us then yield our ſelves up to God, 
 Wince we belong to him. - If we ſubmir 
"FIn0t our ſelves willinglyto him.a$hisChil- 
lren; we ſhall be compelled to do it, as 
Mis Slaves. It is necellary for us to live 
nder the Government, either of his 
ercy or Juſtice ; which fide will you 
Mchuſe ? | 
UI. Every thing ſhould tend to its 
"Keenter, and AQ according to its Nature. 
b* | = Bw IFy 


- The Second Day. 
If the Sun which' was made to glve us 
Light, ſhould withold his Beams, it 
-would be.as if it were. not at all, or ra- 
ther it would ſeem a Monſter in the 
World; ſo there is nothing more un- 
-ptofitable or monſtrous, than a Heart 
that was made only tor God, not to be 
.only his. Do I carry my ſelf like a Crea- 
ture that js "only: made for God ? M 
'Thoughts and Actions, are they all for 
him? Alas; how few things do we, which 
-we can truly ſay are for God's Service ! 
What do.we on Earth, if we negleft thei 
only thing for which we are .ſent- into 
the World ? | 


T ake bere a firm Reſolution to ſeek on h 
after God, andto rob him of nothing that 
appertains to him. | 


Dominis mens E Dews mens. 

My Lord, and my God. Fobn 20. _ 

Jotum te exigit, qui totum te fecit. $t 
Azuugult. | oj 

He that has made you, what you arg 
Jy. jultly: reguize of you to be onl 


i 
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The rhitd Pay: 


it OO 
” Of Contempt of the. World, * 
- | | 

n-J I. N, TO- ſooner does a Man fix his- 
rt N- Heart on the World, but he: 


beſl ceaſes in ſome manner, to he a Chriſti- 
2 an. This prophane World is ſo enamour'd 
lyy with Greatneſs, with[Pleaſure,iand what- 
or] ever elſe ſooths its ſenſual Inclinations, 
chil that it thereby. becomes. the. capital Ene- 
1 my of Jeſus Chriſt :'Their-Maxims, their 
6 Commands, and thei Intere S, are Con- 
toll trary to each other. We cannot ſerve 
two Maſters, we muſt break with:the 
one or the other. . : 

IT.. We.cannot take the worldly part” 
. without violating the Promiſes of our 
Baptiſm, wherein we are engagd by a 
ſolemn Oath to forſake the Devil and all: 
his Works, to trample under feet all the 
Pomp and. Vanities of this wicked. 
World, What Perfidiouſneſs, what Sa- - 
crilege, after all this, to become an Ido+ 
Later of Vanity, and to prefer the. Goods 
of the Earth, before thoſe of Heaven ? 

II. The WotH ' has nothing worth. 
the Love of.an PRmnorrat Soul, - f 


6 The Third Day; 

It has not wherewith to recompenſe its 
Followers ; its Treafures, its Divertiſe- 
ments, its Honour may for ſome time a- 
muſe a Man's Heart, but they can never 
fatisfie it. They are (to ſpeak truly) but 
falſe Good's, Illufion, andmeerShadows : | 
or rather, they ate true Evils : They 
make a Man wicked, without making 
him happy. 

The moſt dazling Fortune'is not on- 
Iy vain and frail, but burthenſom, a- 
bounding with Bitterneſs and Chagrin ; 
we figh and complain. The King on his 
Throne has his Sufferings, as well as the Þ 
Slave in his Irons, 


Beſeech God to deſtroy in yo the Spirit of | 
A World, hs rt to defoife ns 
Greatneſs. | : 
Preterit figura hujus mund:. 
The World paſſes away, and the Figure 
thereof, 1 Cor... 
Ve bas qui heſerint tranſeuntibizs.quonian 
funul tranſeunt. 
They are happy who fix their Minds 
on tranſient things, b=cauſe they them- 
{elves paſs away together with them. 


The 
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The Fourth Day. 
Of Death. 


v1. Chriſtian hath great reaſon to 
wy fear Death, when he lives not 
like a Chriſtian. What Reckoning is to 
Sflcome after a worldly and ſenſual Life ? 
what Reeret for having loſt the opportu- 
ir Jnities of our Salvation ? To die the Ene-- 
i Emy:-of God ? O the ſad Death ! O the de- 
, plorable Moment which is to end the 
'S I pleaſures of this Life, and to begin the 
ains of Eternity !. 
[T. What ſhall we not wiſh to have 
done at the Hour of Death ? Let us do 
f now, What we ſhall then defire to have 
done; there is no Time to loſe. Bvery 
Moment may he ourlaſt; the longer we 
live, the nearer we are to the Grave : 
_ | Our Death is ſo much the nearer, the 
- 8 longer it has been deferr'd. 
- HE. What Thoughts ſhall we have of 
7 | the Goods of the Earth, when we are to 
leave them? Let us now take Counſel of 
* | Death, he is faithful, and will not de- 
"| ceive us. What will become of this 
* | Wealth, this Pleaſure, this Beauty ? How 
will - they be eſteemed by the Dying > 
B 4 During: 


bh... 4 
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The Nottrth Day: 
During our Life, we are cheated with 
Appearances  - but at Death we ſee all 
things as they are. ; The living Man va- 
' tyestheWorld, but thedying deſpiſes it ; 
which of the two ought we to believe ? 
Oh, how little will the World appear by 
the glimmering of the Taper that lites. 
us to our Death-bed ? But then, alas, it 
will be too late to be undeceiv'd. 


Think of that which we would moſt fear, if 
For were preſently to die: And ſet all 
#hings in order therennto.Accuftom your 
If ro the Duty of each Day, as if it 
were to be your laſt, and confirm your 
ſelf in this Pratlice by frequent recet- 
wing of the Holy Communion. | 


O70 tantumgradu ego morſque dividimur. 
T am within one ſtep of Death, 1 King. 
Chriftiano craſtinum non eſt. Tertul. 

There is no to morrow for a Chriſtian. 


The Fifth Day. 
| Of the Loft Fudgment. 


l, E muſt one Day appear before 
\ Y the Tribunal of Jefus Chriſt, 


to receive Judgment according to the 
Good 


'S 3 %y 


p=(0w 0 


o 


n d' 
Good or Iſl that wethave* done. There is 
nothing more expreſor fully-1zt down 
in the Scriptures than'thi8Frach. I believe 
it as firmly, as if the laſt Trumphet. were 
now ſounding to awaken all-the Dead. 
IE. YOu __ _ oy WR ſo 
many evil Thoughts, ſo many..guilr: 
AQions, and- ſo. Dd negleted Gopbe- | 
tunities of Grace, riſe in Judgment a- 
eainſt us. 6 © 
HI. O the terrible Day, the Day .of 


God's Wrath, when all things ſhalt be 
laid open, even to the inmoſt. Motions ot - 


our Hearts ; when every thing fhall be 


 ſtrickly reckoned tor,ceven to.a.Moment, . 


and nothing abated? The Juſt ſhall 
ſcarcely be quitted, where then ſhall the: 
wicked and ungodly. appear ? a 
IV. What Sentence is an Impenitent - 
Sinner to expe. from an Inexorable 
God ? O the dreadful Decree of, Go you: 
Curſed, &c | Ah, Lord-where ſhaft thoſe 
VVretches go, wholie under.your/Curſe ? 
Into what Corner oftkeV Vorld:will you 
have.them retire; .who:muſt part from - 
you. whersions:hag Lakieation be. 71D 
tion 13 that?  _ 638 


10 The &irth Day: 

Imagine your ſelf to be before the Ir7ibunal 
of GA. + what $2 7s 1t that you 
would be moſt aſham'd ? Think of it in 
time,and remember that the moſt ſecret 
Sins will be made publick at the Day 
of Fudement, unleſs they are before | 
waſhed away by Repentance. 


Ante faciem indignationis ejas quis 


SS yon ? Nah. 1. 

ho can ſtand before his Indignation ? 

Ve etiam laudabili vite hominum, ſi remo- 
1d miſericordid diſcutias eam. St. Aug, il 

Wo to the moſt regular and blamelal 
Life, if thou, O Lord, - examine it 
without Mercy. 


The Stxch Day. 
Of Hell. 


i 
[ Hat Horror ſhould we have of 
10 Hell, if we could but hear thef 1 
lamentable cries -of the Damn'd. They 
or rm groan, they how! like wild 
Beaſts in the midſt of the Flames. They 
reproach one another with their Sins; 
they lament them, they deteft them, bur 
all roo late. Their Tears ſerve only tg 
| encreale 


The Stxth Day. II 


encreaſe the Fire that buros them, with- 
out conſuming. O Repentance of the 
Dami'd, how rigorous art thou to no 
pur ofe ! 

I. Never to ſee God, nor be where 


1 he is; to burneternally in that Fire, of 


which ours is but a. Shadow ; to ſuffer 
all ſorts of Miſery. without Relief or 
Intermiſhon, to have atways-rhe Devil 
before ourEyes, Rage and Delpair con- 
tinually in” our Hearts '; O whar a Lite 
is this 7 | 

HI. Theſe Wretches rage to think of 
the many Opportunities they- have had 
of Salvation, and how they have neg- 
leQted them all. The Remembrance of 
their paſt Pleaſures, is one of their moſt 
fenfib [> Thments, but nothing ſo much 
afflits them, as not to be able to forget 
that God, whom they have loſt by their 


own F ault.” : 


Fancy your "elf, tobe inHell: ask the damn'd 
what brought them thither ,1nterrogate 
_ them of #be Eſtate in which they are, 
# earn of them to fear God, and 
wi 4p own Danger.: 
oh abitare poterit cm 1gne 
devoranie? ... - lat 


Who 


I» The Seventh Day, 

Who can dwell with everlaſting Fire ? 
Iſaiah 33. 

De pani in penam tranſeunt, de ardore 

cap ditatis in ardoremGehenne St.Auguit. 

The wicked paſs from one Torment to F 
another, from the Flames of Luft | 
into thoſe of Hell. 


The Deventb Day, 
Of the Eternity of HelP s Torments. 
[. 'S AN the Wrath of God go fur- 


ther than to puniſh the Pleaſures 
that endure fo little with Torments that 
never end £ To be wretched as long as 
God ſhall beGod ; what misfortune is 
that ? Is it not enough, that the Pains of 
the Damn'd ſhould be extream? Muſt 
they beeverlaſting? Theprick of a Pin, 
which is buta light hurt, were it always 
to continue, would become inſupport- 
able; what then ſhall it be, &c ? 

I]. O Eternity ! When a Damn'd Per- 
Aon ſhall have ſhed as many Tears as are 
ſufficient to make up all the Rivers 'and 
Seas in the World, ' he would be never 
kþ< nearer after ſo many Millions 'of 

yea. 


t, 
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- Atoms in the Air, and leaves in the Fo- 


ways in their :Mind, that thoſe Pains 


The Seventh Day. 15. 
years than if he did but Juſt begin to 
ſuffer. He muft begin anew ; and when 
he has begun and begun as often as there 
are Grains of Sand on the Sea-ſhore, or 


reſts, all this ſhall be accounted for no- 
thing. 

HI. The Damn'd have not caly an E- 
ternity to ſuffer, but they iuffter that 
whole Eternity. in every Moment. F- 
ternity is always before them ; Eternity 
enters into all their Pains, they have al- 


will never end. O the cruel Thoughts ! 
O the deplorableEſffate ! an Eternity to 
burn, an Eternity t> weep, an Eterni- 
ty to rage. O did we but conceive of 
this as the damned do ! 


Make 1t part of your Creed, the duration 
of Pains, with which the Divine Fu 
flice punifheth Sin. We muft believe it, 
tho? we yet concerve it. It is a great 
Mzsfortune for a Chriſtian not to be 
convinced of the reality of Eternal 
Torments, but by his own Experience. 

Puinonobgdiunt Evangeliomenu del 

' ininteritu ſempiternat.” on 


oe 
[| = : 


14 The Eighth Day 


Taking Vengeance on them that obey 
not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with 

everlaſting deftruCtion, 2 The. 1. 

Momentaneum eſt quod delettar, wter num 
quod cruciat, St. Chryſoſt. | 

The Pleaſures of. Sin is for a Moment, 
the Puniſhment Eternal. | 


—_— 


b——————— — 


The Eighth Day. 
Of Paradice. 
I. Pigs O the great Word ! who 


names Paradiſe, names the Pri- 

yation of all Evil, the Afſemblance of 
all that is Good, the Maſter-piece of 
God's Magnificence,the Price of Chriſt's. 
Blood, the fulfilling of our Hearts De- 
fires, and ſomewhat more than all this. 
I. To fee God in the full Splendor 
ofhis Glory, tolove him beyond all mea 
ow topcllet him without bes -—rrk 
loſing him, to participate of his Happi: 
neſs : This, this is the Object Far 


WW Hopes. Ah ! I have but a few Days of 


Exile and Pilerimage on Earth ; after 
which I ſhall be fot ever with him,whoin 
ty Soul loves. - * WL. What. 


m OO 


Oe evi” At Dn. 


The Eighth Day, x5 

II. What matters it how, or what 
we are here, ſo we may be eternally 
with Chriſt hereafter ? Can I juſtly 
complain that an infinite Bliſs coſts me 
a little Trouble ? The Martyrs bought 
Heaven with the Price of their Blood ; 


- | yet after all, they thought it was given 
f them for nothing. O Bleſſed Eternity, 


if Men did but know thy true Value ! 


Exite in your ſelf an ardent Deſire to ſee 
God, and look upon the Earth with Con- 
tempt, in reſpett of Heaven. If you were 

. once poſſeſt with a true Knowledge of © 
Paradiſe, you would neither admire. 
nor fear any thing in this World. 


Satiabor cum apparuerit gloria tua,P1.16.- 

I ſhall be ſatisfied with the fulneſs of 
thy Glory. 

$7 labor terret, merces imvitet., St. Bern. 

If the Duty -rerrifies us, the Reward 

ought ro encourage us. 


16 
The ainth Pap: 
: Of God's Preſence. 


I. [on D conſiders me as if I were a- 
lone inthe :VVorld, or rather, he 
is. in me like an All-feeing.Eye, from 
which: nothing can be hid; he views me 
after. the ſame manner that he ſurveys 
Himſelf, and ſointenfely, as if he ceaſed 
from OOTY his own Eflence, to 
Kudy me, and know me to. the bottom. 
+>. Tt is a thouſand times more. dif- 
graceful for me to have my Sins known 
to God, than if they were expoſed to 
the view of the whole VVorld. VVould 
ou do that before the meanelt of your 
Servants, which you preſume daily to 
commit in the preſence of the King of 
Kings? «what blindneſs, what F ny 1s It 
to tear ſo much the Eyes of the VVorld, 
_ andſolittle thoſe of God ? _ | 
_ UE. All the darkneſs of Night is not 
thick enough to hideus from him that, is 
1 Light its ſelf. The moſt retired and ſo- 
"8 ord pos are full of his Divine Ma- 
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1 vain we ſhun the fight of Men, 
& - Ance we every where meet with tharll 
_ Place iſ 


The Tenth Day. 17 
Place your ſelf with Reverence before | 
God, and ſee if there be any thing in 
you that is dypleaſing ir him. Accyſton 
your ſelf to the Prattice of his 4 - 


a- ce, for it is a ſure and effettual 

hell wmedy againſt ſin. If we do but conſider 

ml rhat God ſees us, it is ſufficient 19 4 
nel check in us our ſinful Deſires. __— 
Ys 'F 
LM Omnia nuda & aperta ſunt ocluis ejus. 


com All things are naked and open to his 
n. ſight, Heb. 4. | 
1-S: peccare vis, quere ubi non te videat 
ng Des, & fac quod vis, S. Aug. 

tofle you muſt needs commit Sin, find ſome 
al Place where God cannot ſee you, 
ry and do what you will. 


'0 | 
OR RRENILETNAE Ra I 
it The Tenth Day. 


Of the Care of our Salvation, AY 


p) of 
SE. C\Alvation is Man's chiefeft Buſineſs, 
- all the reſt ought to be looked 


l- upon as nothing. 

,8 The Uudertakings of Princes, the 

tMintrigues of Courts ; VVars, Negotiati- 

&Fons, &c are butas fo many Amuſements 
and, 


The Uinth Day. 
Of God's Preſence. 


I. F'\1OD conſiders me as if I were a- } 
$4 in the VVorld, or rather, he 
is in me like an All-feeing Eye, from 
which nothing can be hid ; he views me 
after the ſame manner that he ſurveys 
himſelf, and ſo intenſely, as if he ceaſed 
from contemplating his own Effence, to 
ſtudy me, and know me to- the bottom. 
I. It is a thouſand times more dil- 
graceful for me to have my Sins known 
to God, than it they were expoſed to 
the view ef the whole VVorld. VVould 
you do that before the meaneſt of your 
Servants, which you preſume daily to 
commit in the preſence of the King of 
Kings? ewhat blindneſs, what Folly is it 
to tear ſo much the Eyes of the VVorld, 
and ſo little thoſe of God ? 
III. All the darkneſs of Night is not 
thick enough to hideus from him that, is 
Light its ſelf. The moſt retired and ſo- | 
litary places are full of his Divine Ma- | 
Jelty. In vain we ſhun the ſight of Men, 
Unce we every where meet with that 
of God, * Place 


The Tenth Day. 17 


I Place your ſelf with Reverence before 
God, and ſee if there be any thing in 
you that is diſpleaſing in him. Accuſton 

your ſelf to the Prattice of bis Preſe- 

d-% nice, for it is a ſure and effeifual Re- 

he medy againſt ſin. If we do but confider 

ml that God ſees us, it is ſufficient 9 

nel check in vs our ſinful Deſires. 

+ 

ed Omnia nuda & aperta ſunt ocluis ems, 

ro all things are naked and open to his 

m. light, Hev. 4. 

11-B Sz peccare vis, quere ubi non te videat 

vn Des, & fac guod vis, S. Aug. 

toWlt you muſt needs commit Sin, find ſome 

14 Place where God cannot ſee you. 

ury and do what you will. 


ro 
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Fi The Tenth Day. 

. Of ihe Care of our Salvation. 
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15 BI. C\Alvation is Man's chiefeſt Buſineſs, 
0-} all the reſt ought to be looked 
d- gupon as nothing. 

n,S The Uudertakings of Princes, the 
at Mlntrigues of Courts ; VVars, Negotiati- 
2e (os, Tc are butas fo many Amuſements 
and 


18 The Tenth Day. 


and Toys for Children ; our moſt impor: 
rant and only Aﬀair is to ſerve God, and 
ſave our Souls. In this confiſts Man's 
chiefeſt-Good, his PerfeQion and Hap: 
ineſs. It is more Irrational than Man- 
ike, to negleQ& a Concern of ſo great | 
Conſequence, whoſe Succeſs is uncertain 
and Loſs irreparable. VVhat Blindneſs 
and Folly is it to be thoughtful how to 
live, and take care how to live well ? 
to be ſo ſollicitous to make our Fortune, 
and fo careleſs of our Salvation ? What 
does it profit a Man to gain the whole 

World, and loſe bis own Soul? 
IT. All Creatures were created for our 
Salvation, ard they become unprofitable 
when they are not madeule of to that 
end; 1o that when a Man ceaſeth to 
work out his Salvation, the Sun ought 
to retuſe him his Light, and the Hea- 
vens to ſtand ſtill, the Earth to deny 
him her Fruits, and the Angels their 
ProteCtion ; or rather, he ought to re- 
turn into nothing, for he is is unworthy 

of Life, when he lives not for God. 

III. Nevertheleſs the greateſt part of 
Mankind think of nothing ſo little as 
the ſaving their Souls; great care is ta- 
ken of every thing but Salvation ? VVe 
would 


The genth Day. I9 

7ould have all things elſe turn to ac- * 
ount : Our Money muſt be put out to 
Intereſts; our Fields Plowed, and our 
Rents raiſed ; we lament all Loſſes, but 


)- 

r Fthat which is irreparable: VVe ſpend 
t @nuch on our Bodies, and nothing on 
n Fur Souls. By our manner of Life, .we 
5 Frvould think our Souls were no part of 


s, Or that they did belong to our great- 
ft Enemies, or were no more than Souls 
df Beaſts; or it rather ſeems that we 
ave none at all : Or if we have, to no 
dther purpoſe, but to loſe them. 


lake a firm Reſolution to ſave your ſelf 
at any price, and be of St. Bennet's 
mind, who, being asRed by aKing an un- 
juſt Requeſt, ſaid, If I had two Souls, 
iy 8! ould give one for this price ; but 
having but one 1 will not loſe it. 


orro unim neceſſarium. 

[here is one thing neceſſary, Lake 10. 

bi ſalutis damnum eft, illic ulique jam 

lucrum nullum eſt, St. Eucher. 

far a 9oul is loſt, there can be no: 
alin, 
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Che Eleventh Day. } 


Of the Horronr of Sin. 


I. F' 2 VVhat a Loſs is the Loſs of Gol WF 
Mer think-themſelves unhappy, 
when they loſe an Eſtate by a Sute. at 
Law, by a Bankrupt Perſon, or any 6 
ther Accident.; what is then*the Loſs of 
an infinite God ? Miſerable is that So 
which loſeth God for a Sin ; but mad 
miſerable is that Soul, who counts the 
Loſs of God as nothing. - b 
HI. OSin !' How common art thou & 
mong(t Men, and yet how little known 
to them? By Gaming and other Dy 
vertiſements, - to become the Objects 0 
God's VVrath, what Profit, what Divet 
fton is that ? God who is all Love. hat 
infinitely a Sinner. . To hate a little, 
to wiſh a little ill : To hate to Death 
is to defire ones D-ath :; but to hare m 
_ finitely, vis not to. be compretiended 
VVhat can we then be afraid'of, if'we 
apprehend 'not ' this dreadful- Hatred 0 
God Almighty ? 206-5: oY 
\, UE Is. there fodreadful a Spettacle 4 
that of Mount Catoary ? Yet the Statiiſ- 


» 


E 
. 


pf a Soul depiived of Grace, is muct®. 3 
more terrible than that of God's dying 3 


On the Croſs. Chriſt Died to del 


Bin; Sin was. to him more horrible t a 
WoOcath. 5 


nceiue a true Sorrow cy 0 your ſins. We 
are to lament noLoſs,but that of Grace , 
becauſe that only can be da by our 
Tears. 


euem fruftum babuiſtis in illis in wil if 


nunc erubeſcitis £ Rom. 6. 
VVhat Fruit had ye then in thoſe thing 


whereof ye are now aſhamed ? 4 
Ve anime audaci, que ſperavit, fi TH £ bord 
* receſſert, te aligurd melins babituran | 2 5 Y] 
St, Aug. 8 
Wo to that audacious: Soul, which-d8 "1 
© parting from God; hopes to find anys. -£ 
Oe eter. © "B.-0 


Of Repeatdnge: 


) Epent and believe-the-Goſj 
Our Saviour. *He1 Joyns nM 


tings TY on x purpoſe ba __ 


__ KY 


2s The Twelfth Day: | 
that the Rigors of Repentance are unſe.ſl 
parable from the Profeſſion of Chriſta- 
nity. He was, during the Courſe 0 
his mortal Life, a penitent God, altoge. 
ther imploy'd inexpiating our Sins, and 
appealing the Juſtice of his Father ; we 
ought after his Example to be penitent 
Men. If the Saint of Saints have faſted; 
wept, &c. what ought not Criminals 
and wicked Men to do? 

IT. Sin muſt of neceſſity be puniſhed 
either by him who has committed it, or 
by him againſt whom it was committed. 
If Sinners do not in due time chaſtiſe: 
- themſelves, the Divine Juſtice will cha- 
ftiſe them Eternally. Thuſe Crimes 
which are not waſhed away with Tears 
of Repentance, ſhall be puniſhed wirh}}ſ 
the Flames of Hell. Is it not better t 
weep for ſome Days, than to burn e- 
verlaſtingly ? 

TIL. Is it not ſufficient for our Recon: 
cilement to God, to proſtrate our ſelves 
at the Feet of the Prieſts, to cover our 
Heads with Aſhes, and our Bodies with 
Sackloath? If you have not a true ſenſe 
of your Sins, if you renounce not with 
all your Heart your diſordinate AﬀecCti- 
ons, unjuſt Gains, Ec. You are an Im 
poſter 


The Twelfth Day. 23 


poſter, and: no Penitent, Prayers Cha- 


Y rity, Sufferings, ant the mortifying our 


Fleſh, are but the out-ſfides of a Chriſti- 
an Repentance : The hatred of Sin is 
Eſſence and Spirit of it. 


Ask Pardon of God for having hitherto 
led a Life ſo oppoſit to the Rule of the 
Goſpel, and at the ſame time begGrace 

| of him to le Fa the Future as the 
Primitive Chriſtians did, in the auſtere 
Praftices of Repentance. 


Niſt penitentiam egeritis, omnes ſimiliter 
peribitzs, Luke 13. 

20> repent, ye ſhall all likewife 
periſh. | 

Pententibus dicoguid prodeſt,quia humi- 

hamint, nifi non mutemini * . St. Augult. 


I ſpeak to the Penitent ; what avails it 


that you are humbled, if you are 
not changed ? 


24 
Che Thirteenth Day. 
Of not deferring our Converſion. 


I. Þ Am not long in giving up my ſelifit 
to God, it looks as if I had a defirel 
to get out of his Hands, 1s there then 
any harm in belonging to him ? Is it a 
Shame to forſake a ſhameful Life ? Canif 
welove too ſoon a Beauty infinitely ami 
able ? TOO, to morrow ; why 
not to Day > Why not immediatly ? 


To morrow, will my Bonds be eaſier to 


be broken ? Willmy Hearr be leſs hard? 
No certainly : Time, which wakens all 
things, ſtrengthens evil Cuſtoms. By de- 
terring Remedies, we render our Dit- 
eaſes incurable. | | 
IT. What is it that hinders us from fall. 
lswing the Voice that call us to Repen- 
tance ?VVhat is it that frighte ns us ſi 
difficult to change an old courſe of Life;KYx 
I agree to it. But what ought not 4M 
Chriſtian to do, who adores a crucifiedY 
God, and hopes for Paradiſe? If there 
be any thing that we ought to fear. it ig. 
the Abuſe we make of God's Grace. 


II. VVhat! 


The Thirteenth Bay- 25 
III. What ! do we defer? Is the 
ime to come in our Power? Are we Ma- 
ſters of it? Does God expeCtt me ? It is 
rue, the Scripture ſays ſo, but tells me 
not how long I have yet to live. He 
hat has promiſed a Pardon to thoſe 
elithat repent, has promiſed them no Ts 
n0770w to repent in. Perhaps I ſhall 
ave time, but perhaps I ſhall have none 
at all. Is he not certainly a Madman, 

ho grounds his Salvation upon a Per- 
Paps. 


Refleft on the time you have already ſpent 
without groing your ſelf up ts God, and 
tremble at the danger you are 1m. 


D:ixi, nunc cepri, Plal. 119. 

[ have ſworn, and I will perform it. 
that I will keep thy righteous Judg- 
' ments. 

We la fois magna ſecuritas, ub: periclita- 
MA ir a1cr77t 23, St. Ges. 

Ve cannot be ſecure, whilſt w2 are un- 
'- Celtain of Eternity. 


-& 
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The Fourteenth Day. {| 
Of the Cenſures of the World. 


; HE World talks.,let it talk on ; 

ſhall the Diſcourſes of Fools hin. 
der you 'from heing Wiſe ? But what 
will they ſay? That you fear God more 
than Man. 'The greateſt Libertines will 
in their Hearts have a value for you, and 
ſay to themſelves that you are in the 
Right. What matters it after all, whr, 
is ſaid of you, ſo you do your Duty 
and God is farisfied ? 

HI. What Baſeneſs is it to be aſham'd 
of the Goſpel ? Man thinks himſelf ho- 
noured to wear the Livery of his Prince, 
and yet he is aſhamed to wear that of 
Jeſus Chriſt. The meaneſt Artiſans in 
the World make an open Profeffion of 
their Taade , and' Chriſtians in the 
Church dare not appear as Chriſtians. 
He that denies Jeſus Chriſt here on 
Earth, him will the Son of God diſown 
before his Father in Heaven. 

III. Ah! Is there any thing in Jeſus, 
of which we areaſhamed ? His Name, is 
it int;mous ? Is ic a diſgrace to follow 
his 


al, 


f 
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— The Fonirfeenth Day. 7 
his Precepts and Examples ? You are not 
$ihamed of being Obſcene and Blaſphe- 
mous ; you take Glory in it, and yet you 
are aſham'd to be a good Man. Ne- 
ettheleſs, whatſo2ver the Opinion of 
, the World be, he is certainly the beſt 
- Man, who ſerves God the moſt fairhful- 
 [y, and makes it his Profeſſion fo to do. 


Ls& your ſelf, if the Opinion of the World 
does not influence your Afions, and hin- 
der you from diſcharging thoſe Obliga- 
tions which Chriſtianity lays on you. 

Non erubeſco Evangelium, Rom. 1. 

am" not aſhamed of, the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. | 
uid times fronti tue, quam figno crucns 

, | armaſli, St. Aug. 

” He ought to fear nothing, who carries 

the fign of the Croſs on his Forehead, 


hats. Ad —_— >. a 
H—_—— - ——— —— 


The Fifteenth Day. 
Of Diftruſt in our ſelves. 


AN has nothing to fear ſo much 
as himſelf: He ovght to be 
ore apprehenſive of his own weaknels, 
C2 than 


an 


28 The Fifteenth Day. Þ 
than ofall rhePowers of Hell.A reſolute 
Word, a penitent Sigh , or a diſdainfu 
Look, are ſufficient to vanquiſh them 
Adam finned, Solomon forgot God, St 
Peter denyed Feſws Chriſt , what will 
become of us poor Rebels, if. the' leaſt 
Wind overthrows the .Cedars ? ; 

IT. Manis for the moſt part overcome 
without being attacked. Our - Paſſion 
and Senſes conſpire againſt us every Mo 
ment. Thoſe who had withſtood ths 
ſevereſt Perſecutions, -who had conqueſ” 
red the power of Tyrauts and Enchant 
-ments of the Devils, fell by their owt 
Luft in the Deſart. Beware of yo 
Ap etites which ſeem ſubdued and quiet , 
leſt-like a tamed Lion, they return t 
their. native fiercenels. 

IH. 'The greateſt .Saints tremble 
when they thought on the.State of thei 
Souls before God. Anchorites and Pen 
tents have been heard to ſigh at the Houff 
of Death, in apprehenſion of the fc 
.midable Deerees of the Divine Juſtice" 
not knowing how their Condition ſtoct 
.or what would become of them: The 
needs but one Mament to make a .k 
;Probate . of a Sainr, | 


n 
| 
Y ip 
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The Sixteenth Day. 29 
ay with Philip Neri, Lord watch over 
i me daily, for I ſhall betray you, if yoie 
uy lcaveme to my ſelf. Foreſee the occaſi- 
my ons that leads toStm, and remember that 
St thoſe are the moſt dangerows,from which 
_ n wwe think there is. nothing to be fear d.. 
Ou fe exiſlimat flare, videat ne cadat, 
7 Cor. 10, 
OFLet him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take. 
of heed leſt he fall; 

the a is in tuto, nolt eſſe ſecurus, St; 
ern. | 
nyJThough you ſeem to be in ſafety, yet 

Y preſume not- to be too ſecure. 


et - 


he Sixteenth Dvy. 
Of the wſe of Grace. 


2 

L \ \ } E have not the leaft Grace, but. 

/ Y. what Chriſt purchaſed for us 
Wt the price.of his Bloed, and-begg'd of: 

11s Father when he yielded: up his Sout 
Wn the Croſs. To negle&t a good 

gſhought, which deſcends to us from: 

Wicaven, to ſtifle an Infpiration,. which 

Feondutts us to our Good, is to trample 

C-3 under 


39 Tye Sixteenth Day? 
under our Feet the Blood of Jeſus, and 
to render the Merits of his Death un: 
profitable. | 

\ IE. We are accountable to God, not 
only for the Graces we have received, 
but for thoſe he intended us, if we our 
{elves had not obſtrufted them. If the 
Sun ſhines, and we ſhut it out, yet we 
are not leſs oblig'd to him for his Light, 
fince it was in our power to have made 
uſe of it. 

IIL It is now perhaps full Twenty 
years and more, that God has inſpired 
you with good Thoughts, which you 
have not yet had Reſolutions to put in 
practice, To he ſo long in the School 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and to learn no-ſ 
thing! To be ſo. often follicited, entreat- 
ed, nay, at laſt threaten'd, without per- 
forming any thing! Ah! Let us remem- 
ber that God 1s a Creditor, with whom 
there is no compounding ; and if he 
does not oblige us to immediate Pay- 
ment, he will at the long run require 
the whole with large Intereſt ; and that 
in fine he allows us but a certain time 
for Grace and Sin, after which he with- 
draws his Grace, and puniſheth the 
Singer, 

Give 


The Seventeenth Day. 3x 
Grove thanks to the Holy Ghoſt for all the 
Graces he has beſtowed upon you, and 
ask pardon for not having made uſe of 
them. Hearken to what he now ſuggeſts 
to you, and be afraid, «ft by a ſpeedy 
df Compliance to his Commands, he does 
by not utterly forſake you. 


el Cui multum daticm eft, multum queretur 
Je ab eo, LUC. 12. 8 
Unto whomſoever much is given, of 
him ſhall much be required. 
Tf Gration ſeguitur judicium, St. Baſil. 


" When Grace is deſpis'd, Judgment muſt 
* | follow. 

h | —— _ S NE 
4 The Seventeenth Day, 

2 Of the Ufe of Time. 


1 
G l. HE Loſs of Time is one of the. 
greateſt Irregularities in the 
World; our Life is ſo ſhort, that everp 
Moment of it is precious ; yet we live 
as if there were no end to this Life, er 
as if we had nothing to do in it. 
II. Ah !If a damn'd Soul had but one 
Minute of the Time that we loſe, what 
C4 uſe 


—— AT 
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232 The Seventeenth Day: 
uſe would he make of it ? In every Mo- 
ment of my Life, it is in my Power to 
gain a happy Eternity. We let ſlip no 
cccaſton of Pleaſure or Profit, and yet 
we hourly loſe the Opportunities of our 
Salvation. 

IH. That Day is not the better em- 
ployed in which we have moſt advanc'd 
our worldly Aﬀairs, but that wherein we 
have moſt improved the Grace of God, 
and pleas'd him moſt. Order ſo your 
Afttions, that whenever you ate asked 
what you are about, you may truly an-_ 
4wer, I am doing the Service of God, 
and working out my own Salvation. 


Renew your Reſolutions to ſerve Gol, and 
zake it forgranted, that all the time you 
zmploy not in his Service, is utterly loſt. 


Nemini dedit ſpatium peccandi, Eccl. 15. 
He hath commanded no Man to do 
wickedly, neither hath he given any 
Man Licence to Sin. 
Vacat tibi ut Philoſophus fis, non vacat ut 
| Chriſtians ſis, St. Panha. 
\ You may bea Philoſopher at leiſure, but 
nor 2 Chriſtian. 


The 


33 


Che Gighteenth Day: 
The Uſe of the Sacraments . 


[, FTHE Sacraments are the Channels 
by which the Blood and Merits: 
of Chriſt are conveyed to us: 'Fhey are 
the- Fountains of Grace, moſt neceſſary 
to Salvation. When we make ill ufe of- 
them, we render the Merits of Chriſt 
 — and our Salvation impoſe 
i lible. DEN 
IT. Our appc—nng the Holy Table;. 
without due Preparation,.. is making an 
ill ufe of the Sacrament, and fruſtrating 
7 the good ettefts of it. What care oughr 
we to take? So many. Confeſſions, and 
y ſo little Amendment ! To eat ſo often a 
* Heavenly Food, and lead a ſenſual Life ! 
The Chriſtian who thas once worthily 
* Ecommunicated, has ſtrength enough to 
0 Wfuſtain.a Martytdom : Where. are you 
Y Ethen ? &c- | 
[lI. That which ought to make us +. 
tremble, is, that when we. receive the 
Body of our Lord, without a true Con- 
trition for our Sins, we eat our own 
Damnation, - —— to the words. - | 
| $: Lt... £4 
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34 The Eighteenth Day: 
St. Payl. Oh! What will become ot us 
when we muſt make Reparation for the 
Blood of Jeſus, ſo often prophan'd in un- 
worthy and facrilegious Receivings ? 


Conſider the Defed of your Confeſſions and 
Receivings, and follow the Example of 
that truly: Piows Soul, which never ap- 
arvached the Sacrament, but in ſuch @ 


Dn as if it were immediately 
0 die. | 


to dic 

Probet ſeipſum homo, 1 Cor. 11. 

. But let a Man examine himſelf, Ec. 

Sunt Chriftiani mali qui vocantur fideles, 
& non ſunt, in quibus Sacramenta Chrr 
fli patiuntur injuriam, St, Aug, 

They are Chriſtians who are only ſo in 
Name, and not in Effe&t. Theſe are 
thoſe who diſhonour and prophane 
the Sacraments of Jeſus Chrilt. 


Rr——_ — —————— 


The Ninteenth Day. 
Of the Lord's Supper in particular: 
. & U R receiving the Lord's Supper, 
| O is a ves. nbd of Chet 


Death on the Croſs. We cannot plea 
God better, than by going often to hi; 


Table, to perform uty like tru 
wn ittians 
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"} and the Houſe of God ſo empty > 


Th! Ninteenth Day: 35 
Chriſtians; we ought to joyn in-Devo- 
tion with the Miniſter, or rather unite 
our Hearts with Chrift himfelt in this- 
great Oblation to God. t | 
IT. We offend God every Moment, 
and our Sins deſerve no leſs than eter- 
nal Puniſhment. How can we poſhbly 
make ſatisfaction for them, fince all the. 


' Morrifications of Repentance, all the 


Sufferings of the Martyrs, and all the 
Affiittions of the miſerable, can never* 
be able to aquit us of the leaſt of aur 
D2bts to God, without often receiving. 
the Blefſed Communion, and applying 
to us the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt? 

HE. God would net ſuffer ſuch Wic-- 
kedneſs in the World, were it not in- 
ſome manner aton'd by a ape cons Com- 
memaration of - the Death of -our Lord 
and Saviour. The Arm of Divine Ju-- 
ſtice is ſuſpended by this Holy Victim : 
Our Sinscry aloud for Vengeance, but 
this/Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt calls aloud 
for Mercy. Let us adore then the Son - 
of God ina Devout Commemoration of. 
his Death, and a u2nt attendance 
on his Altar What a ſhame is it for us 
to {ee the Courts of Princes ſo crowded, 


Make 


6 Che Twentieth Day. 
Make a firmReſolution of often recerving. 
theSacrament,and with Reverence ſuit- 
able to ſo great a Duty. Approach the 
Table of the Holy Communion with the 
ſame concern , as if you. were going 
to. behold the Death of our Saviour 
#pon Mount Calvary. 


In omni laco ſacrificatur, O& offertur no- 
mine meo oblatio munda, Malach. 1. 

In every place Incenie ſhall be offered 
unto my Name, and a pure offering. 

Tiunc vere pro nobss hoſtia erit Deo, cum 
noſmet ipſos hoſtiam fecerimzus, $t.Greg, 

Nothing can be more truly acceptable,' 
than our often remembring the Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt's Death, when, together 
with it, we offer up our ſelves to God, 


—_——— 
—_— — — — 


The Twentieth Day: 
Of Charity. 
L O How infinitely arewe obliged to. 


Jeſus, for having given us an or- 
caſton to do him good, in ſubſtituting 
the Poor in his Place! Heis in the Sa-_ 
erament to receive our Adorations, and 

give 


b Sa Fi. Sh 


The Twentieth Day, 37 


give nouriſhment to our Souls. He is in 
the Poor to draw our Compaſſion, and 
be nouriſhed by the Faithful. Happy is 
the Man who gives Alms to Jeſus. Chriſt, 
but miſerable is the Wretch that refu- 
ſeth them to him. You feed your Do 
with your own Hands, and let Chri 
periſh with Hunger, Oh, the Injuſftice! 
Oh, the Barbarity ! 

IT. What we give to great Men, is 
for the moſt part loft, but that to God, 
never: He renders all back with Inte- 
reſt, and pays liberally, even toa Glaſs 
of Water. Gaming, Luxury and De- 
bauchery, have ruin'd many Families, 
but Charity never impoveriſh'd one. Ir 
3s an excellent way to grow Rich, that 
of giving to the Poor. 

I{I.. Men ſhall be judged at the laſt 
Day according to their AQts of Charity - 
in this World. What Anſwer will the * 
evil Rich Men be able to make, when 


T the Poor ſhall accuſe them of their 
Hardneſs.> When Jeſus Chriſt himſelf & 


ſhall reproach them in theſeTerms, De- 
part from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, # 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels. For 
I was an hungred,and ye gave me no meat, © 
T evas thirſty; and ye gave me no drink; 1 

Was i 
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was a ſtranger, and ye took me not in; 
naked, and ye cloathed me not, &c. A 
Heart that is heard to the Poor, is the 
Heart of a Reprobate : On the contra- 
trary, a Soul truly Charitable, is a Soul ) 

redeſtinated. hat will our Judge 
Lim to ſay againſt us, when he ſhall ſee 
our Clothes upon himſelf, our Bread and 
Wealth in his Hands ? We have nothing 
to fear at the Tribunal of the Divine 
Juſtice, if the Poor Man does- but plead 
our Caule. 


Conſider how you uſe the Poor, if you 
treat them as the Members of Feſus 
Chrift, if you do them all the good that 
is in your power. 


Feneratur Domino, qui miſeretur paupei 
ribres, Prov. 19. | 

He that hath pity -upon the Poor, lends 
eth unto the Lord. 

| Date omnibus; ne cui non dederitis, ipſe 

fit Chriſtzzs* St. Aug. | 

.. Be charirable to all who ask it, for fear 
* you refuſe it to Chriſt himſelf in 


Perſon, : 


39 
F Theone and twentieth Day. 
a- Of Example. 


I, YLL Example hath Damn'd more 
than good hath ſaved. 1f Hell 
dB were laid open, ſo that we might look 
= into it to diſcourſe the Damn'd, we 
e | ſhould ſcarce find one amongſt them, 
dl who would not fay ſuch a he, or fuch a 
ſhe has Damn'd me. What a ſad Rec- + 
koning will this be? We are commanded 
| to Love our:Enemies, why do we then 
£8 contribute to the Deſtruction of Souls 
t | that have never doneus any harm ? How - { 
great reaſon has that Man to doubt of 
- his own Salvation, who has beenſfoun- 

8 happy as to be inſtrumental in deftroy: 

-M ing the Souls of otherf that were re- 
= deemed by the Blood of Mod himſelf? 
What can jwe hope from Jeſus Chriſt, 

- after having robb'd him of what coſt 

.. him ſo dear? : 
Y. Oh, Fathers and Mothers, who 
live not like Chriſtians, it were better | 

your Children-had never been Born, or 
at leaſt. not of. you! You have given | 
them Life, only to give them Death, nd 
J ' a 


-—< 


 4zoTheoneand twentieth Day? 
that Death eternal. When at the Day 
of Judgment they ſhall require -of your 
Hands their portion of Paradiſe, {what 
Anſwer will you be able to make them ? 
III. Let us cloath our ſelves with Te- 
ſus Chriſt, according to the words of 
St. Pay; let his Spirit, his ConduQt, and 
his Virtues be ſo ſuitable in us, that 
whoſoever takes notice of our AQtions, 
muſt of neceffity remember him. A 
good Life contributes as- much to the E- 
dification of our Brethren, as a ſcanda-- 
lous one to their Damnation. 
Take heed of doing any thing, which may. 
 proveoccaſion of Scandal 19 your Ni vie 
bours-, and beg pardon of God for the- 
Sins of others, of which you have 
been the cauſe. Have we not Crimes: 
enough of our own, without loading 
our ſelves with other Mens ? 


Ve bomini per quem ſcandalum venit, 
Matt. 18. 

Wo to that Man by whom the offence -| 
cometh: 

Pro tanto res. quanto ſecum. traxerit 1 
reatum. valvian. 

The wicked are an{werable for all thoſe 
they have drawn” along with - them 


into Deſtruction, | The 
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41 
The two and twentieth Day. 


Of Sufferings. 
: 
. UL. 'E were not made Members of 
Chriſt's Church to heap up 


Riches, and. live in. Pleaſure : There was 
no neceſſity of Chriſtianity to introduce 
his, the World was well praQtif”d in it 
before. A Chriſtian Lite is a crucified 
Life : We muſt Love the Croſs, or re: 
1. Fnounce the Creed. | 
i. What ſays the Goſpel ? Happy are 
thoſe that weep ; but wotoyou Rich, who 
have your Conſolation in this World ! 
This is the Language of the Holy Ghoſt, 
but in this Age it ſeems a barbarous one, 
known ny at Canadaand Fapan, where 
the Faithful run to Martyrdom. We 
muſt blot this Articte of Sufferings out 
| Wot the Exropean Goſpel. Do we believe 
" that Felicity confiſts in Tears, and that 
the Rich are unhappy ? Yet this is an Ar- 
ticle of our Faith ; the Belief of which 
is not leſs neceſlary to our Salvation, 
than that of the Trinity and Incarna- 


Won, 
WL. It, 


Bs. SW Ab WEAR. | 


40 Che twoand twentieth Day. 

IH. It was neceſſary for the Son of 
God to die on the Crofs, before he could 
take Poſſeſſion of Glory. None of the 
Saints could enter Heaven, but by the 
way of Sufferings. Can we imagine to 
have that for nothing, which coſt the 
Son of God and Saints ſo dear? The 
Croſs is the Portion and Mark of the E- 
lect ; the Soul thar never does, nor will 
ſuffer any thing, has the Character of a 
Reprobate ſtamp'd on it: VVe muſt of 
neceſhty ſuffer , either in this, or the 
next World, | 


Hear Feſis Chrift crucified, and beg Grace 
to participate with him in his Life of 
Sufferings, that you may partake with 
him in his Life of Glory. 


Qu non bojulat crucem ſuam, non eft,me 
digns, LUC. 14. 

Whoſoever doth not bear his Croſs, and: 
come after me, cannot be my Diſct- 
ple, and is unworthy of me. 

Pudeat ſub ſpinato capite membrum fiert 
delicatum, St. Bern. 

What ſhame is it for the Members of 
Chriſt's. Church to live in delicacy, 
when their Zead is Crown'd with 
Thorns? The 


4x 
The three andtwentreth Day. 
Of Conformity t0 theVWill of God. 


[. H E greateſt Happineſs of a ra- 

tional Creature, is to perform 
the Will of his Creator. It is in this 
iy that true Piety confifts. Saints are no 
7 otherwiſe Saints, but by having their 
fy Will's conformable to God's : Whatever 
wy Virtues you have beſides, if you want 
- this, you are not truly devcut. 

IT. The Soul that is diſſatisfied at what 
£1 God commands, does in ſome manner 
4  Incroach upon his Authority. To de- - 

fire that the things of this World ſhould 
go otherwiſe than they do, is to with its 
| Government. out of God's hands ;. what- 
"(| ever happens to us, is by his order. Is it 
{F not juſt that we conſent to whatſoever 
I infinite Wiſdom ordains ? 
"4 U{E. Nothing happens to us by God's 
8 Appointment, but what is for our good. 
'S Though 1 ſhould ſee him hold out a 
: Hword, I am ſatisfied that his Hand 
| would be guided by his Heart. What 
'$ have I then to fear from the Heart that 
* Loves me? I will only. what he wills. It 
iS 


44 The three andtWentfethDay: 
Is in vain to complain of Heat or Cold, 
Lofles or Sickneſs, &7c. All theſe change 
their Nature and Name, by paſling 
through the Hands of God : What the 
World calls bad Times, Afflictions or 
Diſprace, if we confider them as or- 
dain'd by God; are Advantages, good 
Fortune. and Heavenly Favours. 


Renounce your own Will, and pray that. 
the Will of God may take place. 

Ita Pater, &c. 

OQ my Father, if it be poſſible, let this 
Cup paſs from me ;- nevertheleſs not 


as I will, but as thou wilt. 
I!te placet Deo, cui placet Des, St. Aug. 
It is then that we pleaſe God, when his 
Will is pleaſing to us. 
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The four and twentieth Day. 
Of Truſt inGod: 


l. Man truſts his Health with. the 
Phyſician, the Writings of his 

Eſtate with a Lawyer, and. his Life, if 
{ he be blind, with a Child, and ſometunes 
with a Dog ; and can we'make any dif- 

b - ficulty 
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ficulty of giving up our ſelves to the 
ConduCtt of God ? 

TI. The Divine Providence extends - 
its care, even to the meaneſt InſeQs. 
What can we apprehend who are created. 
after the likeneſs of God, and redeem'd 
by the Blood of Chriſt? God provides 
for Infidels, who do not acknowledge 
him, and -is -goad -to the wicked, who 
blaſpheme his Name; what will he then 
do for Chriſtians, who Honour and 
Love him ? 8 | 

III. Our concerns are much better :in 
his:Hands than our own. Let's leave our 
ſelves to him, for he is our Father and 
Mother. The Tend=zrneſs he has for his 
Children, -obliges him to - have care of 
them ; he has promiſed us his ProteCtion, 
and will not Fil of his Word ; Heaven 


and Earth will ſooner periſh, than the 


Man who puts confidence in God. 


Examine your Heart, and ſee if-the Truſt 
it has in God, be worthy of his Bounty, 
and the Merits of Feſus Chriſt. 

Dews mens es tu, in manibis turs fortes 
meg, Pal. 31. 

Thou art my God, my times are in thy 
Hand. 


Projice” 
C {4 
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Projice te in eum, non ſe ſubſtrahet ut * 
_ cadas, St. Aug. 
Caſt up your ſelf into the Arms of the 
Lord, for he will not letyou fall. 


The five and twentirth Day. 
Of the Love of God. 


i; C3 D ſo Loved us, that he gave 
even his ny Son forus: Had 

he had any thing dearer, he would 
have beſtowed it on us. Was it not a 
dear Purchaſe of our Love to buy it at 
ſo great a price ? A little kindneſs re- 
uires our Love, why ſhould we not then 
ove an infinite Bounty ? What ! Becauſe | 
it is infinite; does it ceaſe to be ami: ble ? 
11, God commands me to Love him ; 

is it a rigorous Command to Love a 
Beauty infinitely amiable? He com- 


mands us to Love him with all or 


Heart; is one little Heart too much for ſo 
great a God ? But who exacts all, excepts 
nothing ; whatſoever part I give, if 
I give not the whole, I give nothing. 

I. If Eternity could end, the De- 


vils would think Hell no Punithment, ſo Þf 


they 


[The five and Lwentieth Day. 47 
WE they did obtain the Grace to Love God. 
here is not a damn'd Soul who would 
ot eſteem himſelf happy, if after in- 
numerable Ages of Torments, he could 
rerform one at of Love. We can now 
love God if we pleaſe, without any Pain 
or Trouble : Not to Love him when we 
an, is to be worſe than the Devils 
hemſelves. 


Baniſh all other Afetrons,and make it your 
Buſineſs to love God above all things, 
i charitatem non habuero, nihil ſum. 1 
Cor. 13. 
nd though I have the Gift of Prophe- 
cy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and 
1 | all Knowledge, and though I have 
e | a!! Faith, ſo that I could remove 
? | Mountains, and have no Charity, I 
am nothing. 


—. 


The ſix and twentfeth Day, 


Ss N Of our Saviowr's Love towards ns, 


I ys. was bought at a dearer 
| rate than our Souls : The Life 


f God was the Price of them. We der 
ſerved 


43 The lix and twentieth Day? 
ſerved Hell : The Devil and his Tribes, 
called every Day for the Puniſhment of 
our Sins : Chriſt Iiftened to his Heart, 
and that begg'd Mercy for us; he had 
Compaſſion on us, aud gave even to the 
laſt Drop of his Blood for our Redemp- 
tion ; ſo that if wedid not belong to 
God as our Creator, yet we muſt needs 
belong to Jeſus Chriſt as our Redeemer, 
the leaſt we can Pay him, is our Ac- 
 knowledgement for the good he hath 
done us ; if we give him not Life for 
Life, at leaſt let us render him Love 
for Love. 

11. I give my Dog a Bone that has 
nothing on it ; for this nothing he Loves 
me. Fawns on me, and guards me. Chriſt 
gives me his Grace, his Blood, his Me- 
rit, his Treaſure, and I continue inſenfi- 
ble. Learn, Learn ungratzful and unna- 
tural Soul, thy duty of a Beaſt. Thy 
Dog is thy Infſtrutter ; if his Example 
do not reform thee, thou art the greater} I. 
Brute of the two, 

Ill. We have commonly very tender 
Hearts for our Friends , we are ſenſible 
of the good Offices they do us; ſhall Je- 
{us Chriſtbe the only Perſon for whom 
we have ingratitude and hardneſs of 
Heart! 


ſo ad ES 
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Heart ? Which of our Friends has been - 
crucified for us? 


Beg the love of Feſwus Chriſt, of Feſws 
Chriſt himſelf : We — Ah; oo 
without his Graces 

$1 quis non amat Dominium Jeſum fit A-- 
nathema, 1 Cor. 16. | 

If a Man love-not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
let him be. Anathema Marnatha. 

1 S: torum me debeo pro me fatto, quid adlant 
py refefio,& refeflc boc modo 2 St.Bern. 

If I owe my ſelf wholly to God for ha- 
ving created me, what 1s due to him 

SY for his having redeem'd. me. and that - 

SE after ſo. excellent.a manner ? - 
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| The ſeven and twentiethDay, 
y Of Loving our Neighbour. 


I BY that Loves not his - Neighbour 

| cannot he truly faid-to Love God. 

er Whatever good AQtions we perform, we 

lef do nothing, if we Love not our Brethren. 

e- Martyrdom it felf is not- acceptable ro: 
God, without Charity. 
IL This is my Commandment, ſays ou 

D Saviou 


co The ſeven and twentrethDap,. 


Saviour, love one another, as I have loved 


you. If Man had nothing in him worthy 


our Love, yet his being Beloved of Je- 
Tus Chriſt, is a fufficient Obligation 
on us to Love him with all our Hearts. I 
ſhould be very delicate not to Love whar 
my Savour has Loved more than himſelf. 

HI. Doll Love allMen, as Jeſus Chriſt 


f has Loved me? Thatis to fay, Am I rea- 


dy to lay down my Life and Fortune for 
them? How rare 1s it to find this Devo- 
tion amongſt Chriſtians, yet it is the 
true Devotion of Jeſus Chriſt and good 
Chriſtians ? 


Exite in your ſelfSentiments of Tenderneſs 
for hoſe Jes ——_— hath jo *_ 
derly loved, and make a firm Reſolution 
never to do any thing which may __ 
your Charity towards your Neighbour, 

Bui diligit proximum,  legem implevit, 

- Rom. 123. 


He that loveth another hath fulfilled thel 


Law. 
Diletta ſola diſcernit inter filios Dei 
| Diaboli, St. Aug. 
It is Charity only that diſtinguiſheth the 
Coies of God from thoſe of the 
evil. | 
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The eight and twentieth Day: 
Of Loving our Enemies. 


L, Harity is ſo eflential to Chriſtia- 
nity, that weare obliged to Love, 

even our Enemies. Chriſt 4 not only 
' commanded us, butſhewed us an Exam- 
| ple; God enjoyns it, and yet we make 
a difficulty of obeying. God forgave - 

x thoſe Murderers - who took away his-- 

M8 Life ; and ſhall not we-pardon a little. 

ef Injury committed by our Brethren ? 

18 {LE There's no Mercy for the Soul that 
cannot pardon z; God will forgive us, as- 
we forgive others : The revengful con- 

{s | demns himſelf as often as he ſays- the. 

n- Lord's Prayer. We muſt Love. our Ene-. 

on mies, or hate our ſelves. 

url 1. Two Chriſtians that hate eackt- 0-- 

rr, ther, ſeetn. to be of different Religions ;, 

| for what likelihood is there, that they 
who cannot endure one another, fhould- 
el approach the ſame Altar, eat the ſame. 

FE Divine Food, believe the ſame Heaven, 

 &Fand hope to live together eternally ? We 

are permitted to hate none but the D.- 

vils ; and it belongs only to the damned 

to hate one another. There is not a ſu- 
Dz Ier, 
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ter, or greater fign of a Reprobate, tha! 
that of not forgiving-: The Soul that 
hath this CharaQter ſtamp'd on it, is 
mark'd out for Hell. 


Examine your Heart in the preſence « 
Chrift crucified, and if you find there, 
hatred for any one, take Thoughts 
Charity from the Wounds of Feſws. 

Dui odet fratrem ſuum, homicidia, 

I Johan. 3. 

Whoſoever hateth his Brother.is a Mu 
derer. | 1 

Vindicari vis chriftianus, nondum vindica 
1145 eft Chriftizs ? St. Aug. 

Do you ſeek revenge, being a Chriſti 
an, when the Death of Chrilt is yet 
unrevenged. 


The nine and twentieth Day 


Of the imitation of our Saviour. 


I. H E arſt Man loſt himſelf by at 
tempting to belike God., all the 
reſt mult be ſaved, by. endeavouring to} 
be like the Son of God : He made him 
{elf our Pattern.in making himſelf Man 
We ought to reſemble him, he is the firſ 
Predeſtinate, and not to be like him, is 
to bea Reprobate, II. We 
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The nine and twentieth Day 53 

II. We ſtudy with great care the 
Modes and —_ of the World, but 
have not ſo rmuch as refletted -on ' the 
Life of Jeſus Chriſt, Courtiers conform 
themſelves to their Prince : The very de- 
feats of Philoſophers were followed by 
their Diſciples; yet have we ever 
thought ſeriouſly 'of imitating the Ver- 
tues of the Son of God ? What ſhame is 
it for us not to have made ſo much as 
one Step after him? What Diſparage- 


'ment for him to march before us, and 


have no body fotlow him. 

IN. What ſhall I fay at the Day of 
Jatgment when I ſhall be compared with 
my Model, when they ſhall oppoſe the 


Life of Jeſus Chriſt to mine, his Humi- 


lity to my Pride, his Wounds to my 
Delicacy, his Sweetneſs to my Anger, 
Ec. Ah ! What a Monſter ſhall I ſeem ? 
A Chriſtian without Chriſtianity ! Bap- 
tiz'd, and a Slave of the Devil ! Under 
the CharaCter of the Croſs, and a Par-- 
taker of the Fleſh and the World! We 


" muſt then renounce our Baptiſm and 


Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, or lead a Life, 
as near as we can poſſibly, like that of 
our Saviours. The beſt Definition of 
Chriſtianity, is an imitation of Jeſus 
+ Aa D 3 Y72 
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See if there be in you anyFoot ſtep of theSon 
of God, and if by your manner of Life, 
you may be counted a Diſciple of Jeſus. 
Magifter, ſequar te quocunque ahierss, 
Matth. 8. . Fo 
"Maſter, I wi!l follow thee whitherſoevet 
thou goelſt. | 
Qra couſa ſum Chriſtianus, fi Chreſtum 
non ſequor 9? St. Ben. | ; 
1am inthe wrong to call my ſelf a Chrt 
ſian, if T do not imitate Jeſus Chriſt. 


— 


.. ——_—_— A 


The thirtieth Day. 
Of Zeal in the Service of God. 


J1.F E T us have as much Zeal for 
God, as he hath for us ; let us 
.endeavour our own Salvation with as 
.much Fervency as he does: He never 
aQs beneath his Majeſty, but when ir is 
to ſave our Souls : All the Deſires of 
his Heart, all the Cares of his Provi- 
. dence, all the Tenderneſs of his Merc 
terminate there, What Confuſion mu 
.this raiſe in a lukewarm Soul ? 

II. Were God to bejudged by the baſe- 
nels of our carriage, one would think him 
not worthy to be- ſerved, or that his Re- 

wards 
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' wards were of no value; what Opinion 


can we have of that Maſter, whoſe Ser- 
vants ſerve him negligently, and with- 
out AﬀeCtion ? We diſhonour God, and 
diſparage his Service by every negligent 
performance ofhis Will. Woto the Man 
mat careleily performs the Work of 
God! 

III. One Attion done for God , tho? 
never 16 little, is worth more than all 
thoſe of Heroes and Conquerors. Is our 
Courage fo much raifed on” the acconnt 
of Vanity ? What ſhall we do then for 
Eternity? Alas! The Servants of the De- 
vil ſpare no Pains, they never complain 
whatſoever they .endure, nothing di- 
ſheartens them. Is Jeſus Chriſt leſs to 
be regarded than the Devils? Is Paradiſe 
leſs. worth then Hell ?. Ah, for the future 
Hell ſhall be my School. To Love God 
as the damn'd hate him, to ſerve God as 
we ſerve the World and the Devil, is 
that too much ? 


Examine your Carriage in the ſervice of 
God , conſider your Aﬀions, and ſee int 
what you are moſt remiſs, and endea- 
wvour for the future to render your ſelf 

more worthy the ſervice of ſo great a 


Maſter. D 4 Sp1. 


55 .The Thirtieth Day. 


Opiritu feroventes, Domino ſervientes 
Rom, 12. 

'Fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. 

Quales impetus habebas ad mundum_gale 
habebaz ad artificem mundt, St. Ang. | © 

Love the Creator of the World, . as 
much-as you do the World. 


rr r—r—_— = 
Hat the Fruit of theſe Me- 
ditations may be reaped by 
every Perſonin the PraGice of 4 
pure Life, we thought fit. to. ſub- 
joy an account of that Purity 
and Innocence which the Chriſtian 
Religion exaGts of us. 


| $7 


© —_— — 


—— —— — 
Tn 


he. 


of the Purity of Manners, which 
* _ the Chriſtian Religion enjoyns. 


Na H E Chriſtian Religion differs 
from others in many things, 

. but chiefly in its Morals ; be- 

cauſe Chriſtianity abfolutely condemns 
all manner of Sin. Paganiſm (which 
has reign'd for many Ages) does not 
only permit, but Authoriſe ſuch Crimes 
-| as Nature it ſelf abhors. There have 
q been Idolaters, who out of a Princi- 
J le of Piety, have Murdered their Aged 
4 arents ; and it was one Point of their 
hl Faith, to believe, That their Gods de- 
lighted in Human Blood : Accordingly 

DE they ſacrificed Men in their VVorſhip of 
288 Ceres and Bacchs. VVe muſt add to 
theſe Practices the Robberies and Adul- 
teries permitted by the Laws of Plato 
and Lycurgrs, To lay nothirg of the 
inceſtuous Marriages amongſt the Per- 
ſians ; but what was yet more abomina- 
ble, the very Ceremonies of their Relt- 


Of gion were {o horrible, as muſt make a 
| 5 lob - 


Me + ; 
Bn 


Encroachment on Modeſty or Charity, 
upon the leaft lacivious Glance of the 
Eye, or immodeſt Geſture that may give 
cllivce to our Neighbour. Murder was 
|_ forbidden by the Old Law, but in the 
' _ New, the leaſt ſtart of Paſſion, the 
leaſt reproachful VVord, or diſdainful 
Look. are ſufficient to make us guilty in 
the fight of God. 'V Vhat ſhall I ſay ? The . - 
moſt obliging VVords that are not ac- 
 _.companied with Truth ; theſe little offi- 
; cious Lyes which have the appearance of 
| Kindneſs, and ſpring from no Evil in- 
4 | tention, are yet forbidden to a Chriſtian, 
becauſe they deviate from Truth, every 
Lye being contrary to the Law of Na- 
e ture. Even vain and unprofitable V Vards 
are by Chriſtianity held finful, although 
tl they oppoſe neither Modeſty, Charity , 
nor Truth : V Vherefore an account muſt 
be rendred of them, becauſe they con- 
duce neither to a Rational, nor Chriſtian 
End. If therefore idle VVords will not 
be pzrmirtted, whar ſhall we ſay of idle 
Attions, which have not reſpeCt to Faith, 
which is the Rule of a Chriſtian; nor 
to Reaſon, which ſhould bz the Rule of 
Man. LEE 
II. Nor does Chriſtianity only cen- 
| detna 


"__ 


We 4 
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demn ſuch VVords or Attions as are Cri- 
. inal, - but it alſo condemns the Deſire 


 - and Inclination to Sin. Human Laws 


- may well forbid Rapins and Murders, 
bur they cannot forbid the Defire, -be- 
cauſe the Hearts of Men are not in their 
Jurisdiction ; Lax manum, non animam 
prohibet : This is only the Prerogative of 
Divine Laws, whoſe Legiſlator is Sove- 
reign of the Heart, but amongſt Divine 
Laws themſelves. This is particular to 
. Chriſtanity, and diſtinguiſheth it from 
that. of the Synagogue. Our Saviour in 
his Church-has left no Orders for Sacrti- 
fices, but inſtead of the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats, he requires Innocence of 
Mind ; as Lafantizs has well exprefied 
it : In religone chriſtana pro ſacrificio ex- 
 rgitur bona mens, purum petlizs. It is not 
. enough for me to keep my Hands clean, 
my Eyes modeſt, and my Mouth chaſt, 
.my Heart muſt likewiſe be pure. If J 
.entertain a looſe defire at the ſight of a 
VVoman, I am guilty before God, as if 
.T had committed the Crime. It is what 
our Savour himfelf has affirmed, Epo 
autem dico, vobss, quia omnis qui viderit 
mulierem ad eam —_ ſcendum, jam me: 
chats efl eam in corde, For the _ 
under- 


> 


'fn the Chriſtian Religfton. 6« 
- underſtanding this DoCQtrine of our Sa- 
 viour, we muſt take notice, that we have 


- an inheritent Concupiſcence, the fatal Le- 


gacy of our firſt Parents ; Divines call 


It, formes peccati, the Fewel of Sin, al- 


ways apt to take fire, whereby it en- 


Aames the VVill, and hurries it into Evil. 
Our VVill being thus enflamed, and 0- 
.verpowered by this Concupiſcence, has 


two ſeveral Motions; the firſt involun- 


tary and indeliberate, as Divines term 


it; ſuch are the impulſes from Objes 
at the firſt fight, before our Reaſon has 
conſidered them ; the others are volun- 
tary, which ariſe in the Mind, afterdue 
knowledge and refleCtion. This ſecond 
ſort are juſtly criminal in us, becauſe we 
are herein Maſters of our ſelves,and ſuch 
are thoſe Heart-Adulteries which our 
'Saviour forbids Chriſtians to commit. 
But although Chriſtianity does not con- 
demn thoſe firſt Motions, as'Sins, yet it 


.-condemns them as EffteQts of that irregu- 


lar Concupiſcence- we ſpoke of, and en- 
Joyns us to refiſt them as Seeds and Be- 
ginnings of Sin; they are, as it were, 
young Lions and Tigers too little to 
harm you as yet, but they are Lions 
and Tigers {till, which if you pam 

em 


— 


not look upon @ 


gagement in 


iS 4;iſhonelt. 


that 


E 
Maid: The VV 
ſeeds, moſt admirably 


the Fatnets, is called a 


that bred them- 

IV. The Purity of the Chriſtian Re-. 
ligion goes yer much fartNer 3 
ir ſelk againit the thought 0! 
fear lealt that thought ſhould excite 2 
Concupilcence; which Þy 1 


made a Covenant with my Eyes 


2 


it defends | 


Evil, for 


little and Uit- 
the VVll- It is upM 


our Baptilm, which, ÞY 


Ry I , | 
Heart and SPI to regard note) t0 
covet nothings t© th 


V. Chriſtanity Joes not only retrencl 
TY thok 


od 


in the Ch:ifitan Religion. -53 
thoſe Seeds or Beginnings of Sin thar 
” are withinus, bur it likewiſe reftrains us = 
from whatſoever may prove occaſions of 
it. If your right Eye Ws you, put it out, 
.zf your right Hand or Foot offend you, cut 
them off, Tays our Saviour. The Fathers 
interpret theſe Paſſages of the-Occafions 
of Sin, which they conceive to be meant 
ty thoſe Words of our Lord. As we part 
with the moſt noble and uſeful Member 
(even the Hand or Eye, to preſerve the 
whole Body ) ſo when one Creature be- 
comes to us the occafion:-of Sin, we muſt 


S [| partwithit at any rate p/uck 7t out, and 
YJ' | caſt it from thee, ſays our Saviour: He 
2g | does not only ſay Pluck out your Eye, 
Wo bur caſt it far from you, to ſhew what 
gl diſtance we ſhould keep from all occafi- 
ot & ons of Eyvil and dangerous Inducements 
to it. 
att, VI. The -Chriſtian Religion does not 
ap” W only expreſs great horror againſt Sin, but 


ny Wl it does all that it poſſibly can to deſtroy 
it, coth Root and Brarch ; ter which 
Reaſcn it cor:demrsthcle earthly Gocds 
that are cauſes of Sin tu us ; rot for their 
own ſake, but only for the abuſe of them. 
You ſee here what is meant ly thoſe 
Maxims, Precepts, ard Counſels of the 

Goſpel 
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AN 
 LaDVERTISEMENT 


..Concerning the Praftice of | 
MENTAL PRAYER. 


" Wa WE har is perfewaded thar Mental 
, —Þ& Prayer zs a difficult exerciſe, and 
1 KK. .Þ hat all Men are not capable gf it, 
F is miftaken, for meditating, there is no 
mw Tore knowledge required, than to compre- 
4 bend rtbat we ought to ſeek after what is 


of uſeful to ws ;, that we ought to avoid that 
ht | which is much pac and that what is.good 
At deſerves our Love. A Hysband-man thinks 
s. | | often on ways how to make his Labour 
1; | proſper : By bes own Refleflions be frames 
, ey io bimſelf an Art of cultivating the Land, 
is | hy may not he then he thought capable of 
irs || thinking ſometimes on the means of his 
ary. | #7 Satvation, and of reforming bis Life, 
th- | *» reflefling upon the little Conformity 
Fre || That there rs in his Aftions with the Law 
of God, that he hath been taught, and the 
terrible Fudgements wherewith his _ 
ers 
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ders will be puniſhed*® If Perſons " imple 


and ignorant can meditate ujefu = it is 
Plain, that it is a dangerows Wile of the 
Devil, to perſwade ſo many People that 
they are incapable of it. I ſay nothing of 
thoſe who excuſe themſelves from the Duty 
of Prayer, upon the account they are other- 
wiſe 100 much taken up about Buſineſs : 
There is ſo little Reaſon for that excuſe, 
that I cannot be perſwaded, that they who 
alledge it, believe in good earneſt that it 
will paſs with God. The moſt 1mportant 
Buſineſs of life, is to work out our own 
Salvation. As to Worldlings who will not 
meditate becauſe the uſo of Meditation it- 
ſenſibly inſpires a certain Spirit of Refer: 
vedneſs and Modeſty, which ſuits not with 
the ſpirit of the World; I agree with them, 
that it is hard long to prattice that Druine 
Exerciſe,andretaintheSpirit of theWorld, 
and 1 am ready to confeſs that that's the 
only end why I ſhould engage them to tt, 
Bu I beſeech them to confider, that ſince 
they muſt one day forſake that Spirit ſo 
oppoſite to the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, if 
they wculd be ſaved, there 1s no more 
eaſie, nor leſs violent means than that, to 
mortifie the ſame. 
Mential Prayer, according to the Defe-! 
nition 
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ple Þf nition that St. John Damaſcine gives of 
iS zz, 7s, An Elevation to the Soul of God, 
the Of this, there are 1wo ſorts ; the one Ex- 
at traordinary, for which no Rules.car be gi- 
of Uen, nyſe it conſifts in certain Operati- 
1) Nl ons of God upon the Soul, which only depend 
of " Bonbim: The other Ordinary, which is done 
T5 Bby the three faculties of theSoul aſſiſted by 
Grace. Holy Men have grven ſeveral Pre- 
cepts conerning that, of which I think it 
"I will not be improper bere to give an 
IM | bridoement. 
wi I. Regulate the time that you will allow 
ut for Prayer, aceording to your Affairs. and 
tt I iheCounſel of perry py be jartibful 
er- fin employing at,and endeavour ſo 1o diſpoſe 
of your Buſineſs, that you may every day 
"Mm, Bray at the ſame Hour. If you can 10 it in 
the Morning, it 1s the time of the day that 
holy men have ju1g'd moſt proper for prayer. 
Il. Remove as much as you —_— 
i» RB no1/e, and the fight of Men, when you prays 
n0Bſcck out a ſolitary place that nothing may 
JoBbinder you ;, for it 1s in ſilence and retreat 
if Yrhar God communicates himſelf to the 
oe Soul, according to that ſaying of the Holy 
T0 ye , I will bring her into the Wilder- 
neſs, and ſpeak comfortably to her. 
I. Before. you go to Prayer conſider 


fir: 
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firſt on the Sutyef you are to meditate, 
and read ſome Book that treats of 1t. — 
prepare themſelves intbe Evening again 
next Morning, and it is the advice of ſe 
veral Ho'y Men to think on it agazn in 
the Morning ſo ſoon as one 1s awake. 
IV. Begin always your prayer by the 
Contemplation of the pet he. of God ; 
proſtrate your ſelf on the Ground before 


him. and adore him. according to the Ex- 
ample of Jeſus Chriſt in the Garden of 
Olives,a-d beg of him-Grace to pray aright, 

V. To curb your Imagrnation, Form to 
your ſelf always a ſenſibtt Image of that 


you bave a mind to meditate, as much as 
the Subjet will admit. If you meditate ona 
Myſtery, or ſome Attion of the Life of ow 
Lord, you may repreſent to your ſelf the 
place where it paſs'd, and the Piryone why 
Were pray FS If you meditate ol 
ome paſſages of Scripture, repreſent ti 
_ Elf the Perſon -6 ſpoke oe as'l 
they were addreſſed to your ſelf ; tor ll 
that is written, /azzh Sz. Paul, is writte 
for our InſtruCtion. There are few. thing! 
which you may not ſo repreſent to your fel, 
#nder ſome ſenſible Figure. The Holy St 
pture groes ws an Inſtance of it, when 


deſcribes ſin under the Figure of a yy 


i 
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Ged, under that of the Sun ; and when it 
'f /ers forth to 745 its infinite Perfettion by 
things created, which are the Images of 
them, as bis Immenſity by the Sea, his 
| Love by Eire, and his Wiſdom by Light. 
VI. Reaſon upon your Subjett until you 
have drawn from it ſome light proper to 
raiſe in you either holy Aﬀettions towards 
God, or efficacious Reſolutions-for the orde- 
' ring of your Life :. As to which there are 
two important things to be obſerved. The 
firſt, that you muſt not paſs from one Af- 
'l fedion to another, until the Sentiment of 
the firſt begin to languiſh, and touch your 
Heart no more. The ſecond, that in the . 
Reſolutions you make for the ordering of 
your Life, it is good tos deſcend to the par- 
ticulars of your Ations, and thereto ap- 
 2!y the Holy Maxims which you propoſe to 
your ſelf to follow. There are ſome mdu- 
W ftriows ſouls,oho at the end of Prayer qorite 
down the prors Thoughts that they have 
bad in it, and the Holy Reſolutions they 
. Pave taken to the end ao may remember 


: Ml 1Pem, when Occaſion preſents for the put- 


ing them in pratlice. 

S VILI/God comfort you in yourPrayer.and 
Ygve you a ſenſible taſt of bis Truths,zt is 

Ma zift of bis Grace,which you ought thank- 

—— 
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fully to receive ; but be not proud of ih 
neither rely too much upon it. The Excel 
lence of Prayer conſiſts not in ſenſible Con: 
ſolutions ; oftentimes the beginners have 
more of them than the Perfett, and there it 
danger,leſt in ſeeking Canſolation with to 
much Anxiety,one may loſe\him who groves 1, 
VIII. If you find a Dejettign or Dulnefs 
of Heart. be not - cnet -. God hid 
himſelf ſometimes from the ſoul to tr}, 
but he never withdraws from it. When 
that happens to you, humble your ſelf bel 
fore God, pho" ronſider your ſelf in hisff 
Preſence, as a poor Beggar, who ought tolfſ 
wait with Patience for that which is tol 
be grven to him, becauſe there 1s nothingll/ 
due to him. Be ſometimes urgent with him, llf 
as the ſpouſe did, to ſhew himſelf wuntoſh 
you, and to let you hear his Voice ; tellf 
him that your ſoul, in his abſence, 1s as aſp, 
Depth without Light, and as a Land with 
out Water. But above all things, be a; 
Fways in a perfett Submiſſion to his Will : 
Tell with the devout Author of the Im; 
tation of Feſws Chriſt , Bleſſed be thou, 
if I be comforted, and Bleſſed be thou þj;; 
alſo, it I be deſolate. For in fine, whe 
" ther you be joyful, or whether you be affli-l 
ted, what matters it, provided God bt 


glorified? 


ey 
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thy glorified ? Your darkneſs will bleſs him as 
cer well as your light if you ſeek only topleaſe 
on bim, let him work bis own work, he knows 
weY better than you what is for bis Intereſt 
2 Ifland Glory. 

toll I ſhould here ſay a word or two con- 
$ 1flcerning the following Meditations : To . 
ef frer wade the Uſe of them, I might alledee, 
def That they are ſhort, and there needs but 
All very little time to read them; That they 
benflare of a plain ſtyle, and freer enough to 
befflinſpire the Sentiments that are expreſſed 
bien them. But ſeeing the —_— of ſuch 
 1oflWritings, and the Fruits which they pro- 
Tolduce, depend on the ſucceſs which it plea- 
nges Divine Providence to grove them, 1 
mMBave thought it better to commit this en- 
mofjirely into the Hands of God, than 10 make 
ellKuſe of Reaſons meerly human,. to oblige 
5 afpood Souls to uſe them, ſince he who writ 
theſe Meditations propos'd to himſelf no 
a: YJbther end, but the Glory of God ; what- 
l $$oer bis Providence appoints, he will be 
neFontent with, becauſe be well knows that 
u, JGod always finds bis Glory in the fulfill 
ou Bing of bis own Wall, 
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And the Advantages that are to be 
had in the Service of G O D. 


HERE "— 


Denitation.1.. 
God created Man to ſerve him. . 


L--3 -O Dccreated me to.ſerve . hitn; 
- w- whydon't Ido it? It's a trouf 
- ble to ſubmit . to. God, bu 
none at all to ſubmit tothe Devil. I folÞ. 
low the Maxims of the World, thoughF 
they torment and rack me, and I cannoty* 
lay the leaſt conſtraint upon my ſelf for? 
keeping the Commandments of God: ' 
it. God made me only for himſelf, i"! 
is unjuſt then for me to divide - 8 
rixtll 
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betwixt him and the World, Its no 
ÞE wonder that the World ſometimes admits 
that Diviſion ; it is much that ir hath the 
Yhate of a thing which does not at all 
belong to it; 'but- God, to whom 1 
wholly belong, will never ſuffer it ; Oe 
cannot ſerve two Maſters. 

[II. There's no ſtanding neutral be- 
twixt God and the World : If I be not 
for God, I am againſt him, if I labour 
not for him, he will, as he himſelf fays, 
deal with me, as with an unfaithful Ser- 
vant, who laviſhes away his Goods: ] 
mult of neceſſity declare my ſelt. 


— oo ies —— 
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 WThe Soul findeth reſt in the Service of 
nl God. 


| Very thing is at reſt, when it is 
| where it ſhould he: When the 
okFire 1s in its Sphere, it a&ts no more, be- 
oFauſe it is there where Nature would 
ave it to be. When Man is nnited to 
od, he 1s at his Center, and ſo it 1s na- 
fjucal for him to be in Tranquility. Reyzre 
a /crigth unto thy reſt, O my Soul ! Withe - 
rixfÞur Relt there is no true Happinels in 
E, Lite; | 
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Life ; and without God there is no true - 
[Reſt for you. . 

"IL. A Heart firmly united to God, is 
-pleas'd with nothing beſides God : He is 
at the Fountain of all Happineſs, and 
though at preſent he enjoy- him but im- f 
perfectly, the Pleaſure he takes in doing 
the will of God, ſtands him in ſtead of | 
2 perfeCt Fruition, How great a fund of 
Peace does that Heart poſſeſs, which de- 
fireth nothing beyond, and is always con- 
rent with what it hath ? 

HI. Nothing atflicts a true Servant of 
God. As it is. enough to give him con- 
tent, that God's Will be done upon him, 
{ſo is he indifferent in what manner it be 
.done; let him be Poor or Rich, in 
Health or:'Sickneſs, commended or blam- 
ed, all is alike to him ; becauſe in all a- 
like he finds the Will of God. In this 
State ought I then to be, if I would enjoy 
perke& Repoſe. 


Penitationſ 
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Worldings are never at rep. 


# 


I Hen I meet with a worldly 
Man who tells me, That the 
Life he leads, is a pleaſant Life, I have 
oreat cauſe to miſtruſt him, and believe 
that he would ſeduce me. A Life that 
- lis not peaceable and quiet, is never plea- 
fant; and God aſſures me, That there is 
f Eno peace'to the Wicked; he is more to 
be belioved than they. ps 
IT. How can there be peace in the Sout 
fot a worlding? All things are out of 
order, nothing's there in its proper place; 
Reaſon there truckles to Paſſions, and 
th? Paſhons themſelves Jjarr amovegſt 
themſelves ; one Defire ſtruggles with 
inother ; the Heart many times. knows 
ot what fide to take; if it ſatisfie the 
"ne it diſcontents the other; if it divide 

Fe felt, it provokes both, O my God, 

_ Bow true is it, that a diſturbed Spirit is 
Sts own Puniſhment! 

[TL There might ſtill be ſome advan- 
age in that Diſorder, if it could filencz 
te ſecret Voice of Conſcience, which 

E 2 troubl=s 
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troubles the Wicked in their Pleaſures:; 
but do what they can, they muſt hear it, 
they muſt liſten to its Reproaches and 
Threatnings. Can; indeed, that Man be 
capable of Joy, who is obliged to carry 
about with him in all places his Execu- 


tioner, and to . have always .before his 
Eyes the Image of the Puniſhment that 


is Prepared for him ? 


— 


LB —————— 


Meditation IV. 


_ "True Liberty is not to.be found, but in 
the Service of God. 


L How inconſiderate Men are! 


they ſeck after Liberty, and 


make themſelves ſtrangers to God. He 
that is not the Servant of God, has many 
Maſters; he ſerves the World, which 
hath its Laws; he ſerves his Selt-love that 
hath its Maxims; he ſerves his Paſſions, 
which have moſt different Inclinations. 
To be a Servant to a hundred Maſters, 
ſo as never to pleaſe one, without being 
puniſhed by all the reſt, is that to be free? 
IT. But where is that Liberty to be 
found, which is ſought by eſtranging 
ones {elffrom God ? I can fe it no where 
i 
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in this World : It is not at Court nor a- 
monegſt great Men ; for no where are 
Men more low, . more uneaſfie, and more 
depreſs'd than there , it is not. in Offices, 
nor in the Adminiſtration of Publick At- 
fairs; for nothing lays a greater Con- 
ſtraint upon:Men ; they are reſpenlible 
to all Men for their ACtions: Ir is not in 
a private Life, that is peſter'd likewiſe 
with Afﬀairs and Incumbrances. O ye 
Children of this World'!' how hard a 
Bondage is the Liberty wherewith - ye 
Flatter your ſelves? 

HE There is no-true Liberty, but the. 
Liberty of the Sons of God. When Men 
are united to God, they piſſeſs his Spirit , 
and where the Spirit -; Cod 7s, there zs 
alwgys Liberty. God forms the Will of 
thoſe that fear him, when it is right, 
and when itis not, he reforms it by con- 
forming. it to his own, without forcing 
or conſiraining it. What is it to be free, 
if it be not to do aiways that which one. 
hath a mind todo ?- 


E 3. Meditation: 
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Meditation V. 
| God takes a particular Care of thoſe 
that ſerve him. | 
& E many times complain, that 
we are overcharged with the 
Cares of the World; well we deſerve it, 
fince*tis our own Fault, we are not de. 
livered from them. Let us give up our 
ſelves to God, and weſhall be free : let us 
{rve God, and we fhall want nothing. 
IH. To Man a Sinner, and to Man dif. 
obedient, it was ſaid, In the ſweat of thy 
brow ſhalt thou eat Bread. But the contra- 
Iy hath. been ſaid to the Servants of God; 
Take no thought, ſaying.What ſhall we eat, 
or what ſhall we drink,or wherewithalſhall 
we be cloathed © for our heavenly Father 
Anoweth thatwehave needof. =p e things. 
II. Providence ſo.difpeles all things} 
for the Servants of God, that every thing} 
goes well with them; their very Infirmi- 


ties are not unprofitable to them, they ' 
make them a ground. of Humility and / 
Contuſion, which equally encreaſe their * 
Faith and Zeal. O-how pleaſant is it toff © 
{ſerve a Maſter with whom nothing i 
Loſt, and who rewards even the Shame off] © 
his Servants, in that they have not bee b 
Llithful to him, DYedt 
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Meditation VI. 


oh God guides and proteFs his Servants- 
_— 4 
by a particular Providence. 


hell 1 E are Travellers in this World, 
through which we take diffe- 
1 rent Roads: What care doth not God 
take to prevent his Servants from lofing , 
their way ? on that account he buſies his 
Angeis,and employs His Graces; he makes 
cl hin{elftheir Guide by ſecret Inſpirations, 
he advideth them what to do, and what 
5a. to ayvoil., Bleſſed 7s the Man, O Lord.. 
4. w-7 thou vouchſafeth to teach thy Law. 
11. God proteQts his Servants. When 
once 1 amis, I ſhall fear no more any 
thing ; i ſhall not be afraid of Men, the 
| ſhall not pluck a Hair from my Head, for 
| which he will nor call them to an ac- 
g count. I will not fear Devils, for they 
cannot hurt me without his Permiſſion ; 
ey ay, I ſhall not fear even his deſtroying 
ad] Angels, whom he ſends to puniſh the 
rf] Sins of the World ; for he ſends always 
to} others before them to ſtamp the mark of 
i: his ProteCtion upon the Foreheads of his 
offf Servants :: For if Gol be-for us, who can 


be againſt us ? 


III. God deals not fo with the Wicke 
Though he ſuffer the Sun to ſhine upon 
them, as well as the Juſt, yet he looks 
not on them with the ſame tender Af. 
feQtion ; he has not the like concern for 
their Condutt and Preſervation ; they 
have forſook him, he forſakes them alſo; 
they have bid him depart from them, for 
zhey would not learn the knowledge of his 
ways; and therefore it is no wonder, if 
he permits them to go aſtray. 


—_—— 


Meditation VII. 


There is no-true Pleaſure, nor ſolid Joy 
to be found, but in the Service of God. 


 TI.T TFOw great are the Pleaſures,0 Lord, 
'Þ that Sar rake forth into the 
Hearts of thoſe that-fear thee ! The Men 
of rhe World conceive it not ;. they look 
upon thy Servants bowed. down under 
chy Yoke, and pity them.. If they ſaw 
how thou thy ſelf helps them to carry. it; 
it they felt that heavenlyUnEtion where- 
with thou ſoftneſt what they bear, they 
would enyy their Happineſs. 
[T. Nothing ſhews more the Frailty of 
the Pleaſures of this World, than the 
| Eaget- 
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Eagerneſs and Gfeedineſs wherewitlr 
Worldings hunt after them : If they were 
true Pleaſures, leſs would ſuffice to con- 
tent them. I have much more; Reaſon 
tothink, that the Pleaſures of Saints ate 
the true Pleaſures : They who have once 
taſted them, cannot endure others ; they 
diſpenſe with all, they abandon all ; and 
that's a fign. that what they have con-. 
tents them.” 

[IL Pleafure wherewith one may be-- 


| cloyed, is a counterfeit Pleaſtire. What - 


is really Pleaſure, is always ſo ; in what” 
diſpoſition ſoever the Soul be; it is touch- 
ed with it, and finds its Content therein. 

Hitherto. I am weary of - every thing, - 
there is nothing to be found,” but Vanity” 

and ' Vexation. Let us ſeek, my Soul, 

in fine, let us ſeek for more ſolid Joy ;. 
it 1s not to be had, but in the Houſe of 
God, and in thoſe Rivers of. Gladneſs., 
which are at his Right Hand. My Heart 
is made for the Pleaſures of Heaven, alE 
the Pleaſures of Earth will never fill it.. , 


4 
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Meditation TI. 
$22 3s the only Evil in this Life to be 
feared. | 


{. A, TOthing diverts me from my End, 

© rag nan mea Stranger to 

God. but Sin. Þ am perſwaded, ſaid St. 
Paul, that neither Death, nor Life, nor 
Angels, nor Principalities, nor things pre: 
ſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
je ors nor any other Creature, ſhall be 
able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 
which 7s in Chriſt Jeſi our Lord. There 
is nothing but Sin that can do it,, and 
therefore-I have nothing to fear bur Sin. 

11. We know not what Evil is, when 
we ſay Sickneſs is a great Evil. There 
3s no Evil in Life, but Sin, becauſe no» 
thing but Sin can hinder us from the 
Fruition of the Sovereign Good. 

[II. I ſhould not be RAPP in Hell, 
if I could be there without Sin, and 
ſhould not be. content in Paradiſe, if I 
could enter theje with Sin, If 1 wy - 

- 
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Hell without Sin, there I might enjoy 
God, and would be as contented as the 
Saints in Paradiſeare : if I were in Para- 
diſe with Sin, I ſhould nevet there enjoy 
God, but ſuffer the ctueleſt Torments 
that the Danu'd in Hell ſuffer. 


F EE I IIS lit tt S—— —_—— ® 


Meditation Il. 
How munch God hateth Sir. 


[. T Here is no ftronger  Antipathy 
 thanthat betwixt God and Sin : 

it is eſſential to them, and faftned to 
their Nature. If Sin could ceaſe from 
being contrary to God, it would be no 
longer Sin; and if God could ceaſe to 
hate Sin, he would be no longer God. I 
poſſeſs God 10 


muſt not-then expeCQt to Þ« 
long as I am poſſeſſed by Sin; as Sin en- 
ters not into Heaven, becauſe God rejens 
there, fo God enters. not into a Soul. 


where Sin reigns. - 


_ IL God's great work inthe World, is 


to deſtroy Sin; all that he does out of 
himſelf, tends only to that. If he ſeyd 
his Son upon Earth, it is to baniſh Sin 
thence z it he give us his Grace, it is to 
azm-u3 againſt Sin; it he reward us, : | 
wk 1 
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is for having overcome Sin ; if he puniſh 
us, it is-for loving Sin. This is a Work 
worthy of God, why do not I alſo make 
it mine ? I have ſo many occaſtons daily 
to hinder Sin, why don't I do it ? but a+ 
las ! whilſt God labours to deſtroy Sin, 
do I not labour to plant it ? 

III. God puniſhes Sin in whomſoever 
he finds it : he puniſh'd it in Angels, the: 
moſt excellent of his Creatures, he 
puniſh'd it in Meu, whom he loved fo 
tenderly ; he puniſh'd it in his own Son; 
tho? he had nothing but the imputation 
of it. Behold, my Soul, behold 72/us 
upon the Croſs. There is an. effe&t of 
the hatred that God hath to Sin. If God 
dealt ſo with his own Son, becauſe he 
found him loaded with the Sins of others; 
how will he.d&l with a Slave laden with 
his own Crimes ? 


—_— 


Meditation IM. 
Sin is a Contempt of- God, which can- 
zot be ſufficiently puniſhed. 


[. , My God, I tremble when I think 
on the ſeverity, of thy. Judgments, 

and the terrible Puniſhments wherewith 
__ thou 
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thou chaſtiſeſt Sinners : But whenT think 
they are Creatures who have deſpiſed 
thee.I have nothing to ſay,but,jz/t arr thoze 
0 Lord, and righteous are thy Fudgments. 

II. God: deſpiſed; God leſs eſteemed 
than a momentary Pleaſure, than a con- 
cern of nothing! God rejeCted, God ba- 
niſhed from a Heart that hath known 
him, that hath taſted him, that knows 
his worth ! Can he ſufficiently revenge 
himſelf of ſo cruel an Injury ? 

ITE. Nothing was more inſolently done 
by the -Zews to the Son of God, than the 
preferring a Robber before him : But af- 
terall, they were blind, they knew him 
not. The flight I put upen him, when I 
prefer before him a ſenſual Pleaſure, ora 
vain ſhew of Honour (I who know what 
he is) ought to be ſo far more ſenſible 
unto him, 


Meditation IV. 


n is extream Ingratitude towards 


God. 


OD thought on-me when no bo- 
I o minded me, and when I wag, 
ot 1n a Condition to mind my ſelf He 
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gave me Live and Reaſon, he created me - 
to enjoy him ; by the price of his Blood 
he hath redeemed me from the ſlavery of 
the Devil. I was crowned with all theſe: 
Bleflings at my Birth, and I have lived 
with him from whom I have received 
them, as with-mine Enemy ; what ſtrange 
Ingratitude ! 

. Had God done me much. hurt, had. 
he forſaken, abuſed and injured me, could 
I do more than I do to diſpleaſe him ? 
Could I be more diſobedient to his Com-: 
mandments ? could I more inſolently de- 
_ his Law ? could I be more averſe to 
the Advancement of his Glory ? I a& 
againſt God, who hath done unto me no- 
thing but Good, all that the Damned 
_—_ to whom he does - nothing bur. 

vil. 

HI. Todo evil to God, who hath ne- | 
ver done me hurt, is to be very wicked. || 
To do evil to God, who hath done me lf 
good, 1s to be extreamly ungrateful ; but } 
to do evil to God, who hath done me:£- 
good, and to make uſe of the good he 
hath done me, to-do evil unto him, it is 
the blackeſt of all Crimes, Z 


þ 
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Mevitation V. 


How mmch Sin deſolates and waſtes 2 
Soul, rendring it horrible in the Eyes 
of Uen. 


I, CIN deprives the Soul of all that is 
moſt precious, and renders uſeleſs 
LN all that it cannot deprive it of. The Scri- 
L | pturecompares it to a Tyrant, who plun- 
? ÞNÞ ders and ſacks a place he is become Ma- 
--N fter of, Oh, how many are there who 
- || think themſelves Rich, and are fiript of 
0d Nl all! but alas, the Riches of the Soul are 
x || reckon'd of no value! 5 
II, I am aſham'd to appear before 
d | Men with a Spot on my Face, and I dare 
tf appear before God cover'd all cer with 
my Sins, which render me more horrible 
> | to his Eyes, than a Leprofie would be to - 
d. £ the Eyes of Men. But I am affiaid to 
ie | offend the-fight of Men, and fear not to 
ut Ul offend the fight of God. | 
16 II. Men loveneatneſs in alt things, ex- 
ie. cept in the Soul. They are neat in their 
iS & Clothes, in their Houſes, in their Equi- 
| Page : They, adorn-all that relates to the 
ody,- which is but of Clay, and will. 
be one day but Corruptionz and they 
| negle 
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negleat the Soul, which is Divine and 
Immortal. Let us leave, let us leave this 
Body in filth and corruption, we do it 
no wrong ; but let us take care of the 
cleanneſs of our Soul, it participates 
ſomewhat of the Nature of God, it can-- 
not be under Sin, but. by violence. 


— 


—_— 
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' Meditation VI. 
There is no Sin ſmall. 


I. C\Ome Sins are ſaid not to be great. 

Whatever is Sin, is great, fince it: 
is ſtill an offence committed againſt God. 
O infinite Majeſty ! how little art thou- 
known, when Men think they may of. 
fend thee, and not do a great-evil ? 

I. How ſlight ſoever a Sin may be, it 
is {till a greater evil than all evils toge- 
ther which are not Sin, becauſe all evils 
which arenot Sin; are only evils to Crea- 
tures, but Sin is an evil againſt God. 1f' 
I could overturn the World, if I could' 
annihilate all Angels and Men, without 
Sin, I ſhould do a leſs evil than when T 
tell a Lye which is a Sin. 

- IHE. A Sin which Jeſus Chriſt hath 
bewailed, and hath coſt him his mo ; 
a0 
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+ Sin which God abhors, and he puniſh- 
eth by Fire; a Sin that would eternally 
debar me from Paradiſe, if it were not 
explated by the Sufferings of a Saviour ; 
a Sin which cools God's Love towards 
me, which ſtops the ſuppies of his Gra- 
ces, and- puts me in the way ot lgfing his 


- Friendſhip ; can that be a little Evil ?- 


ae. 
to Em comma 


Peditation VII. 
God very often puniſhes Sin in this Life. 


, Þ OD delays not always the Execu- 
T tion of his Wrath that he may 
puniſh Sinners in Hell, Seeing that they 
put their Confidence in the Bleſſings of 
this Life, making a Renunciation to the 
Comforts of Heaven, and are perſwaded 
they may ſettle an happineſs here helow, 
which will laſt at leaſt as long as them- 
ſelves. God is concerned in Glory to 
trouble their Pleaſures, and to let them 
ice, that he is Sovereign over all. 

IT. Theſe Chaſtiſements are very com-. 
mon in the World; they arefelt,it's true, 
but Men know not always whence they 
proceed. When an Accident or Sick- 
neſs happen, Men complain of their bad 
Foxtune 
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Fortune; and they ought to bewail thei 
bad Conſciefthce, which provokes God, 
and draws down all theſe Evils upon the 
Head of the Wicked. 

III. 1f ſome great Sinnhers ſeem to us 
to be free from ſach Misfortunes, we 
muſt net think them the happier for that 
theſe are oftentimes Victims, which Gol 
iS willing to let grow fat, that he may 
make of them one day a more glorious 
Sacrifice to his Indignation. And beſides 
we fee not all; the ſerfible part of thi 
Soul is often the ſecrets:r.,but God knows 
it full well, and cor1:nonly ſmites the 
Sinner there, accord 5 to that ſaying of 
Scripture; the fear »f the wicked it ſhal 


come upon him. 


_——Yy 
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Of DEATH. 
Meditation I... 


Death is uncertain, we are to mall 
timely preparation for it... 


I. FT Know very well I ſhall die, but 
know not when ; were it to be t0 
morrow, 1 ought to prepare my ſelf tf: 


day; 


_— 
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day ; alas! it may be ſooner perhaps ; I 
may die within an hour, I may die the 
very minute I think ort : if that hap- 
pened, am I ready ? 1 

I. What hinders, but that inſtantly 
prepare for Death? I fear that the 
wy thought of it may make me melancholy, 
08 1 2m afraid: it will diſturb my pleaſures ; 
WF but ſhould I die without thinking or't, 
UE is that an Evil to be ſet light by ? | 
5 11. When all is done, it is a trouble 
ny we muſt ſoon or late put our ſelves to. 
Wi It is impoſſible 1 can die well, unleſs 1 
"of Prepare for it, and I cannot prepare for 
}- it, without thinking thereon : *That 
a thought will diſturb my Pleaſures; a 
weak Reaſon to take me off of it: If it 
did not diſquiet them, if it did not wean 
me from them, what good would it do 
to me ? | 


MC 


Meditation I. 
Ml Death 3s a Maſter of great concern, it 
requires a great. deal of care to make 


happy. 

TL F(IOHE moſt important a& of Life, 

1s tudie: How dol prepare my 

0g felt tor it? it. is a Buſineſs that concerns 
_ my 


92 Meditations, &c. 


my Soul, my Salvation, the loſs of Pa 
radiſe, and Damnation to Hell Fire. Do 
I take all the care that ſo great Concerns 
require ? | 

II. What care ſoever I take to prepare 
my ſelf for Death, it is ſtill an Aﬀair 
wherein I. cannot promiſe my ſelf infal. 
lible Succeſs... What meaſures ſoever 
may be taken, one is ſtill in danger of 
miſcarrying : Many. have failed in it 
through too much Confidence that they 
had ſufficiently Iaboured for a good If. 
ſue. What ought not I to fear, I, who 
wholly Night it ? 

IH. There are Aﬀairs that. may be a- 
voided, if one will take the Pains ; there 
are others that may be taken up ; and 
by demanding leſs than one may pretend 
to, there is no danger of loſing all. The 
Affair of Death is not of that Nature, ſſ 
it's inevitable die we mult; *it admits of 
no Capitulation ; we muſt run the whole 
risk: betwixt dying well and ill there is 
no Medium. 


Meditation 


Meditations, 8c. 93 


Yevitation NI. 


SY Death deſtroys human Grandeur and 
Pleaſares. 


e 
id bb Shroud, a Coffin, a Grave of 
l five or ſix foot of Earth, puts 
x an end to all the Pride and Grandeur of 
xf mortal Men. O Earth, O Duft, what 
it Ybaſt thoz to brag of ! 

T8 IL In the Grave I ſhall be no more 
{. but a little Duſt ; out of the Grave what 
o (Will remain of me upon Earth? a Name 
that ſometimes may be remembred, by 
chance, for my reproach ? O Vanity ! 

III. To be damned for getting an E- 
ſtate which one may never enjoy, what 
Folly is it? To pamper Fleſh. which 
Worms ſhall devour, deliciouſly to feed 
a Body that is ſuddenly to be reducing 
Into Aſhes, what Employment is that of 
lan's Liſe ? 
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Meditation IV. 


We are to do during our Life, what & | 
our Death we may wiſh we had done. } 


I, N E never judges better than at 
Death, and one is never leſs ca- 
pable than then to att. Men judge well, 
becauſe. they ſee things thoroughly and 
in themſelves, but they never att worſe; I 
becauſe then the Soul is troubled, and 
in agitation. It is a great ſezeret to Judge Is 
of things during Lite, as one would judge 4 
of them at Death; and to do them as 
one will wiſh he had done them. | 
II. Were I upon the brink of Death, 
how would I with I had lived. There 
is no Action of Piery which I would not 
willingly have practiſed; no Life ſo au- 
ſtere, that I would not wiſh I had em- 
braced. Have npt I at preſent the ſame $4 
reaſons for living well, chat at that time 
I may have to wiſh I had lived well ? 
HI. It never entred into the Thonghts 
of any dying Man to regret his not ha- 
ving been enough engaged in the World, 
and his not having lived deliciouily e- 
nough. Men lam-nt the time they have 
loſt in the vain Divertiſements of the. 


Age 
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Age, and their too much love for Plea- 
ſures: Alas! all my Life is nothing elſe, 

but what Men bewail at their Death. - 


ow. 


I... 


Meditation V. 
| fe '7S fr al, and of ſhort continuance z 
we are n0tto baild OUY. hopes on its 


Lu 
| 
[1 QOUE, faid the Rich Mau in the 
| | \ J Goſpel, 7hox haſt much Goods laid 
G 


MO 


up for many years; take thine eaſe, eat 
FEA .and Egan andere Man ! 
is it enough to have Goods for many 
years, if one have not many years to en- 
oy his Goods ? | _ | 
11. Nothing is more frail, nor leſs to 
be relied upon, than Lite. A thouſand 
Accidents may put a ſtop to the Courſe 
of it; a Fever, an Inflammation of the 
JLungs, an unlucky Blow, is enough to 
Wdiſpatch a Man. Health, Conftiturion, 
nd Youth, refiſt not always Death ; 
Men of all Ages die, and ſometimes: 
hen they think themſelves beſt in 
health ; and yer.ſhall I dare to build my 
>. hopes upon Lite ? | . 
e | 1. CouldI live aslong as it were poſ- 
e ble for me by the ordinary Courſe of 
re. | FD Nature, 


g6 Meditations, 8c. 


Nature, could I be aſſured of Fifty years 
more of Life, is that comparable to Eter- 
nity ? Adam lived nine hundred and thir: 
ty years, and died: Noah lived nine hun- 
drzd and fifty years, and he is dead : 
Perhaps TI haveftill twenty or thirty years 
wy live, and I live as if | were never to 
ie. 


F=Y ——_— —___— 
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Meditation VI. 


Men die but once, therefore it is of ex- 
tream Iiaportance to die well. | 


I. WF a Man were to die twice,it would 
beleſs imprudent to run the risk of | 
dying ill once; he might make Repara- 
tion for his Fault;. he might be well at 
his owncoſt ; he might at the ſame time 
repend his bad Lite and bad Death : But 
alas ! when one is once dead, there is n6 
returning again to Live; one muſt con: 
tinue there where he is ; where the tree 
falls, there it ſhall lie. 
_ LIE. If by an unlucky Chance my 
Goods are deſtroyed, I can purchaſe 
more z if a malicious Perſon ruine my 
Fortune, a good Friend may reſtore it;}. 
but if a bad Death make me Joſe mm a 
ou 
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Soul, how is that Loſs to be made up 
again ? | ; 

III. A moment followed by Eternity, 
2 moment on which depends Eternity, 2 
moment that is to determine my Bliſs 
or Miſery to all Eternity, deſerves it nor 
well to be thought onas long as I live ? 
O terrible moment, how can one forget 
thee ! 


' Peditation VI. 
Death is ſweet to good Men, but ter- 


rible to Sinner s. 


6A. _— 


LS 


| followed by a good Death, and for 
2 diſorderly Life to have a diſmal End, 
as-it is for a good Tree to bring forth 
good Fruit, and a bad Tree bad Fruit. It 
{ometimes it happen that a great Sinner 
dies well, it is a kind of Miracle, on 
which Sinners ought to lay no greater 
ſtreſs for their Salvation, than Men that 
are deſperately ſick, ought upon miracu- 
lous Cures for the Recovery of their 
Healths. | 
_ IE. Diewe muſt: O terrible Word to 
aMan who hath _ thought of Death! 
What 


L I's as natural for a good Life to be 


| gs Meditations, NC. 
what trouble and diſofders are wroupht 
in the Soul of a Sinner, by the confuſed 
Apprehenſions that it raiſeth? For then 
are all the Faculties employ'd to conceive 
the mm of it. We muſt die; that's to 
fay, we muſtleave-Goods, Houſe, Offices, 
Friends; we muſt for .ever bid adieu to 
all the Pleaſures of Lifez we muſt appear 


before -God to give an Account of. our |* 


AQions, and to be judged by him. How 


many- things to forfake* how many Þ 


things to bewail ? how many thinps to 


.do? how many things to fear? and for il 


all theſe Men have but a moment. Oh, 
how diſmal then iis the Death of a Sin- 


ner ! 
HI. The Souls of tbe Fuſt axe in the || 


Hands of God ; Death afflis them nat. 


When one is not wedded to Life, he parts | 
from it without regret; and when one | 
confiders that he only dies to live for e-F 
ver, he dies with pleaſure ; he fears not Þ 


to fall into the Hands of God, when he 
loves him, becauſe when we love him, 


we are ſure to be beloved of him. Let} 
my Soul die.the Death of the righteous. « 


& 
Of 


99 
Of the laſt Judgment. 


Wenſtation L 
[Cod is to be our Tudge,-it concerns us 
| euch to be in his favonr. 


l Hen a Man hath a Law Sute, 
+ ' what does he not do to gain 
his Judges ? He gets all his Friends to fol- 
licite them.; he waits on them _ in 
the Morning, he omits no Submiſſions 
owards them, and renders them all ſorts 
tf Civilities.MySalvation is in the Hands 
of God, he is to be Judge of it ; what do 
| to render him favourable to me. 

IT. A Man would be counted'a Fool to 
light a Judge before whom he is ro have 
1Tryal concerning his whole Eſtate. The 
: Uryal that I have before God is of other- 
ot £iſe importance, it concerns my eternal 
he my S or miſery, and I affront him! 
m. | ILL If after God hath condemned me, I 
of ould ſtill appeal to another; if I could 
ret the Sentence pronouncall againft me, 
_ - frrerſed by a ſuperiour Tribunal, I were 

.&(5 to be blamed : But it God declares a- 
Offlinſt me, who dares to declare for me? 
"KF God condemns me, who can have right 
) abſolve me ? .F2 
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The day of Tudgment,"is the day of 


I, O Ddoesall things, in a manner, 
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his Wrath upon Sinners, as ir. becometh 


aright what an _ is, a-(God pro- 
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Meditations, GCC. 
Meditation 1. 


God's Wrath. 


& I ſuitable to his Greatneſs ; he loves 
like God, he rewards like God, but he 
puniſhes alſo like God ; he pours forth 


the Dignity of Kod. O my Soul, conceive 


voked againſt his Creatures, a God refol- 
ved to be revenged on Men ! .Who car 
think on the day of his coming, and who 
dares appar in his fight e 
U. Whereſhall I hide my lf, O Lord, 
From thine Eyes in the Day of thy fiew 
indignation ? The.Creatures which never 
-diſcbeyed thee ſhall tremble ; the Sun 
that keeps ſo conſtantly the.Caurſe thou 
haſt appointed him from the Beginning 
-of the World, ſhall be darkned, the Stars 
1 obedient to thy Voice, ſhall fall from 
Heaven, the Sea that hath with ſo much 
reſpeQ kept within the Bounds thou haſt 
Net to it, ſhall quake ; fhallI then be & 
cure, 1, who have offended thee, and 0 
inſolently deſpiſed thy Law.? 
IIL The 


—— 
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UI. The more patient thou art, O my 
God, the more thou conniveſt at the Sins 
of Men, to give-them time for Repen- 
tance; but I conceive thou wilt be the. 
more terrible when thou haſt a mind to 
puniſh them. Men deſpiſe thy Goodneſs, . 
and abuſe thy Mercies, and thou art filent. 
O how loud will thy Voice be heard, 
when thy Patience, tired out” by our 
Crimes, will no longer hinder thy Wrath: 
from breaking out upon us ! 


_—_—_— — 
_ = 


 Menitation NI. 
The day of Judgment, is the day of 


Vengeance. 


[: E- O D at preſent makes uſe of Sin- | 
ners for purifying the Virtue of 
Saints ; but at the day of Judgment he - 
will make uſe of Saints for puniſhing the 
Crimes of Sinners. God is a good- Father 
he chaſtiſes his Children that they may 
amend, bur he caſts into the Fire the Rod. 
which he uſes for correting them. - + 
I. When Hhall ſee God avenging him- 
ſelf on his Enemies; when I ſhall ſee the 
vaints trampling under foot the ungodly, 
as Dirt and: Aſhes ; . when :Efhall ſee all 
| E'2:- the 
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102 PBeditations, &c. 
the Creatures armed againſt the wicked, 
who have made them the inſtruments of 
their Sins ; then may I alſo beavenged 
on thoſe that perſecuted me: That's the 
time God hath appointed. for Revenge ; 
we mult not anticipate it. 


HE. 1 do my felf an injury when I re 


venge my ſelf in this Life upon thoſe that 
do me evil : Ican revenge my ſelf but 
weakly, and with little Glory ; nor is ital- 
ways ſecurely done neither, and it often 
happens that by ſeeking a Revenge, one 
meets with a new injury. Let us wait till 
God put the Sword into our Hands, | to 


execute his Wrath upon the Nations ; till 


he makes us the Judges of his and our E- 
nemies ; it is my own fault ifI be not one 


_ of them. He hath promiſed to thoſe 


who ſhall forſake all and follow him, 
that they ſhall be of that number. 


—————————, -— 


Meditation IV. | 
The Juſt Men and Sinners ſhall apppear 
i God with different Thoughts. 


I. WE the ſound of the Trumpet 
ſhall be heard, which ſhall 
lummon the Dead to appear before the 


——__— _—c wc. 
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| Tribunal 
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Tribunal of God, ſome ſhall haſten out 
of their Graves to go and meet the. Re- 
deemer in the Clouds; others ſhall call 
to Hills and Mountains to fall upon them 


| to cover them from the fight of their 


Judge:: Of which of the two ſhall I be ? 

IH. Shall I never ſee Fe/es, but to fear 
and hate him? - Shall I never ſee him in 
his Glory, but to be afflicted at his Ad- 
vantages? O- my only hope in the Day 


'of Tribulation,. hecome not to me an 


Olyert or —_}.:- 
IT. In what -— wg ſhall the great 


Men of the World be, who are: fo jealous 


_ of their 'Place, in that general Aſſembly 


of all Men and Angels ? They'll be trea- 
ted like Slaves, without DiſtinQion, with- 
out Honour , without Conſideration ; 
and they ſhall have the Sorrow to ſee 
thoſe whom they have deſpiſed; above 
them. Beho/d, ſhall they then fay in 
ſurprize and deſpair, behold thoſe who 
we have mocked, Fools that we are , we 
thought that their Life was folly, and be- 
bold, they are of the number of the Chil- 
dren of God! 
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Deditation V. 


At the Day of Judgment God will ju 


 ftifie the Condud. of . his Servants, 
«nd of his ſecret Judgments. 
L. s av E Precipitation of my Jude: 
ments makes me commit great 
injuſtice againſt my Neighbour ; I con- 
demn Afions which are moſt laudable, 
becauſel only judge of them» by outward 
Appearance : God who ſees the infide, 
Judges quite otherwiſe, and he will one 
day make appear to all the World, the 
Judgment he makes of them to my Con- 
tuſion. O-my Soul, let us-not Judge be- 
fore the time! 

II. Have I never commited: that inju- 
ſtice but againſt Men ? Have I not. even 
palt my raſh: Judgments upon the Con- 
duct of God himſelf ? Have not I made 
thoſe inconfiderate Refletions, which 
the falſe Wits of the World: ſometimes 
make ? How can that be.? How goes that 
agree with Providence-?* How ſhall I be 
aſhamed, when God. ſhall make known 
to all Men and Angels the. weakneſs of 


my Reafonings concerning his fecret 
HI With 


Counſels? 
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IM. With what Confidence dare I ex- 
amine the .ConduCt of God, I, whot-am 


[| fo ignorant about mine own ? + How! can 


I condemn—my.. Neighbour. for doubtful 
Attions, I, who daily excuſe in my ſelf 
ſo many real Failings ? If I be blind, if” 
I be unjuſt, God is not fo, my Judgments 
will not prepoſſeſs him, neither: in fa- 
vour to my 1elf, nor to- the-Prejudice of 
others : Te wall render tb every one ac- 


cording to therr Works... ' 


—_ ——— ee 
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' Peditation VE 
Of the opening of Confeience. . 


I. Tf Have no ſo intimate a Friend. to- 
whom-I would diſcover all my 1ce- 
cret, Failings, and I many times diſguiſe 
them to my ſelf; what Confuſion will it 
be for, me, when God ſhall puniſh them 
in the preſence of alk Men !+ | 
IT. 1 am only aſhamed of Men in this 
Lite ; provided I can hide my Sins from 
them, I care not though God ſee them-: 
It will not be ſoat the Day of Judgment, 
nothing will trouble - me- more than-to 
ſee the Eyes of-my God fixt upon me : If 
we would avoid that Confuſion, we-mult 
blot them out in this Life, 
SEES - £ II. How 
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IF. How many Men that only bl om. 
me by what they ſee, will be 
zed when they ſhall read in my Cork. 
ence {o many eful Sins which Thave 
committed, ſo many brutal Paſhons to 
which I have given way ? There perhaps 
I my ſelf may be miſtaken. I flatter my 
lf, I make-nothing of Aﬀtions, which, 
perhaps, are great Sins in the Gght of 
God: And' I account ſome things Ver: 
tues, which God {hall charge upon me 
as Crimes. 
—— O— — — 


Bepitation Vit 
Of the Sentence of the Fudge. 


I. LJ Ow different wilt thou be from 
thy ſelf, O Lord, in the Day of | 
thy Fury 1 ! At preſent there is nothing 
more eafie to be appeaſed than thou art; 
a Sigh, a Tear, a Look, difarms thine An- 
ger, and then thou wilt be inflexible at 
the Cries of an infinite number of wret- 
ches, againſt whom thou wilt, without 
Pity, Dag that ſo terrible Sen- 
rence z »; nk into everlaſting Fire, 
froperes Tn the Devil and his Angels. 
I. When I preceive that God ) 1s pro 
voked againſt Ly I preſent to _ 
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4 Death of Fes ; I'flyto his Wounds, and 
Ti there finda life Ss [from the Evils. 
If wherewith he threatens me ; but at the 
'* Day of Judgmentit will be7e/ws himſelf 
0] who hall pronounce the Sentence of my 
- Condemmtion: No body wil intercede 
h, 
of 
T 
K 


for me, Truſt undergo a Judgment with- 
out Mercy. mY = I | 

IT 'Fo ſee-good Men hononred with: 

the gterions/Name of the Children of 

God, and Heirs of the Kingdomof Hea- 

ven, winlſt the Wicked are called accur- 

"| fed, and condemned to etemal Flames ; 

to ice them-to-monnt. up to Heaven, to- 

reipn there withGod whilſtthe othere are 

1 caſt heatllong into Hell, there to burn e- 

if ternally withDevils. Thar. that.gnySoul,zs 

7 thDeftiny ofSinners,and the end of Impiety. 
t 


Leeds es} 
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Of Paradife and- Hell. 

| @Wevitaton 1 
What Paradiſe 5s: 

may be attained to; but not 


IL TyAradiſe may | Ar 
}-- comprehended : Eye hatÞn0t ſeen, 


"| car hath not beard, neither bath it entred 
into the mind of Man to conceive the good 


things 
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things that God-hath prepared for thoſe 
that love him: And-nevertheleſis I put my 
{z1f daily in danger of. lofing it. 

II. I fancy that I could make my Life 
very pleaſant, if God would give. me 
power to make it ſo.as I could imagine. 
and nevertheleſs 1 could do nothing that 
can come near the Life which the Saints 
lead in Paradiſe. God hath done more 
for me than could have come. into. my 
Thoughts te defire. | 
IE. CouldlI ever have imagined. to 

my If a lovelier Habitation than Hea- 
ven, ſweeter Company than that of An- 
gels; a larger Poſſeſſion, and more capa: 
dle to content all my Defires, than the 
Poſſeſſion of God? Bleſſed is. the Nation 
zoboſe God is the Lord, and thePeople whom 
he hath choſen for his own. Inheritance. 
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Meditation 1II: | 


The fight of God maketh the Happineſs| 
the Stuck Parades. iL 


I. WATE are now the Children gf God, 

but when he manifeſts himſelf 
to us in his.Glory, weſhall be altogether 
lke unto him ; we ſhall participate of his 
= Brightneſs, 
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Brightneſs, 'of his Knowledge and In- 
mortality. TI /a:d ye are Gods, and all of 
you the, Sons of the moſt High. 75 

II. F/Þall be fled, O Lord, when: ſhall 
fee thee in thy Glory ; I ſhall have no 
more diſquiet nor deſires, becauſe.I ſhall 
ſtand no. more in need of any thing, I 
{ball fand- all Bleſhings. in. thee alone, and 
L ſhaH fully enjoy. thee ; I ball be ſari/- 
fied in the abundance of thy Houſe, and 
quench my Thirſt in _ roers:of Plea- 
ſure which thou ſhedeſt, abroad in the 
Hearts of: thy Choſen; EE a ak 

HI. Fhere is no gaod-inithis: Life, but 
what is mingled with ſome Evil. Honours 
perplex, Riches diſquiet, and Pleaſures 
ruin Health. To find Bleſſings in their 
Purity, we muſt go to. Heaven, there one 
is a King without Charges, one is Rich 
without Aﬀairs, one taſtes Pleaſures 
without ſurfeiting, and without any fear 
of lofing them. How amiable are thy Ta- 


| bernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ! . my Soul long- + 


eth, yea, even fainteth for the Courts of 
the Lord : My Heart and my Fleſh crieth 
out for the-lruving God. | 


 Bedltatioy 
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Meditation III. 


The Thoughts Tj a Soul which deferes to 
go to Paradiſe to ſee our Lord. 


TIO 


L That I had wings like a Dove, to 
fly to Feſws, to retreat into his 


Wounds, and there tobe at reft! O Feſus, 


ſhall I never ſee thee but under a veil 28 


Wilt thou never openly ſhew me that 


Face, the fight whereof maketh the Hap- 


pineſs of the Saints. E 

I. Paradiſe-is not Paradiſe, but becauſe 
there we ſee, and pore love Feſis. 
The moſt ſolitary Defart would be aPa- 
radiſe tome, if I could there find Zeſws: 
For whom have I in Heaven, but thee 2 and 
what do I deſire upon Earth in compariſon 
of thee £ Thou art my Light, my Life, 
my Joy, my Love, my God, and my All, 

III. The hopes of ſeeing 7Ze/ws one day, 
makes me live, and yet I am impatient to 
die. Wretched man that I am, who ſhall delb 
ver me from this body of Death?So long as 
I am here.] ſhall not ſee 72/2, I ſhall not 
enjoy 7e/74. Iſhall not perteAly love Fe 
{#s, ſhall always be in danger of offend- 
ing 7eſw, and of loſing him. Pluck my 
Soxl, O Lord, out of this Priſon, that it 
aay praiſe thy holy Name in Sion. 


Penitation 
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MYeditation IV, 
What Hell is. 


I Narrow dark Priſon in the Cen- 
A ter of the World, always burn- 


.ing like a fiery Furnace, but with a Fire 


without Light: This, my Soul, is that 
which is called Hell ; canſt thou reſolve 


to abide there for ever ? 


IT. To burn, to burn without dying, 
to burn without Relief, and withour 
Hopes of ever ſeeing an end of the Pu- 
niſhment, is but the leaſt part of the'Tor- 
ments wherewith God puniſhes Sinners 
in Hell. O living God, how terrible is 
it to fall into thy Hands ! 

HI. To live with Devils amongſt the 
damned and deſperate ; what kind of 
Society ? There isno other in Hell. To 
weep, groan, and always to wail; what 
kind of Exerciſe? That is the eternal 
Employment of Hell ; for there ſhall be 
nothing but weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 


- 


Mrvitation 
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Meditation V. 


Of what Nature are the Ewvils which are : 
ſuffered in Hel. Wl > 
[, OD never pours forth all his} 
T Wrath upon Sinners in this Life : 
His greateſt Fury falls upon them hut by Ie 
Drops, as it is faid in Scripture, and they ft} 
are never alike. miſerable. in all things; ſh 
but in Hell it falls.upon. them like a Tor- 
rent which - overwhelms them with all UF 
ſorts of Evils, and leaves no part of their 
Body or Soul free from ſome particular jj 
Plague: He wi// whet his Sword, and ſharp 
his Arrows againſt them. 

H. There are no entire Sufferings in 
this Life : When we are Sick, we find 
Remedies that eaſe us ; when we are in 
Affliction, our Friends comfort us ; - the 
moſt violent Evils..have ſome intervals 
and intermiſſions, only in Hell, Pain,has 
no abatement. The rich Glutton, ſince 
he is there, has never been able to-pro- 
curea drop of Water to qualifie the heat 
of the Flames wherein he burns. 

F II. Fime infſenfibly wears out the 

Thoughts which afflict the Soul : HabitF* 
dulls the Senſe of Pain in. the Body, and 
| therel 
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there 1s no- Evil. neither in. Body nor Soul 
refwhich is.not rendred fupportable by the 

hopes of ſeeing an end: of it. In: Hell 
_ [there 1s none of theſe Conſolations,there 
IS fthe mind 1s always taken up with the ſad 
-: Jand crue]- Thoughts of Reprohation ; 
F fettects of it are at all times equally felt ; 
FJ the Reprobate never want cauſe to up- 
5 Fbraid themſelves, that they might have 
-Ebeen ſaved, and that it is their own 
I Fault that they are damned ; and they _ 
I know very well, that what they ſuffer, 
I is to endure for ever. The Worm that 
PRenaws them hall not die, nor the Fire 
that burns them be quenched. 


EY —_ — 
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Meditation VI. 
Of the Privation of God: 


[. HE damned ſhall never ſee thee, 
O Lord; they ſhall never enjoy 
he2. O how true is it, that Hell- is a 
ate of Death-; becauſe there thou who 
art Life, art not- enjoyed! Ohow true is 
t, that it is a Placeof everlaſting 'Hor- 
our ! + {ince there rhou never appearelt, 
hou who.art the Son of EI 
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O Feſas, my Life, and my Light, ſ\"ffer 
= not for ever tobe. ſeperated from 
thee | 2 
I. Yet, Lord, if one loved. thee there; 
if one praiſed thy holy Name there, if 
what one ſuffers there, were acceptable 
unto thee ; if thou tookeſt pity on it,Þ!. 
ſomething mighr be ſaid:: Bur alas! The 
damned will there hate thee to eternity, ; 
blaſpheme thee eternally, have: thee 
eternally for an Enemy, and be eternal- 
ly thine. How terrible would that Pain 
appear to thee, O my Soul, if- thou didf 
love Gad well? I; 
Il. Men are. not miferable fo lonel fi 
2s they ſuffer with Submiſſion to thy 
Will, O my God. The Martyrs have 
demonſtrated to us, That an Heart that], 
Joveth thee, may-xetain Peace and Jo 
upon the Rack, and in the Flames. Bu 
in Hell, where the damned love the: 
not; in Hell, where they look upaj ; 
thee as an Enemy, what eaſe can the 
expeCt to their Pains? Thus is it wit 


them, O my Soul, who for ſake the lroing 
. God, i | 
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- Meditation VII. 


Ih is extream Folly tobelieve that there 7s 


a Paradiſe and a Hell, and to live as 
if there were none. 


[. "on 15 a Paradiſe and a Hell, I believe it, 

and I cannot doubt of ir, without a vo- 
lentary Blindneſs. Burt if I belived nothing of 
it, were I convinced, that all that T am told con- 
cerning it, were bur Fables, could I think of it 
| ſldomer than I do? Could I commit more Sins ? 
Could I do fewer good Works? Though I had 
;8 ſome ground to doubr of ir, yet it wonld be rhe 
height of Imprudence in me to expoſe my ſelf, 
|| by fo doubting, tothe loſs of the greateſt of Blef- 
pl fings, and to the incurring the greateſt of Evils, - 
for the Enjoyment of a Lite whoſe Pleaſures laſt ſo 
ſhore a while. 

IT. I find what deceives me; I flatter my ſelf; 
that it will be caſte for me, when I would, to 
leave the broad way of Hell, and follow that of 
Paradiſe, I promiſe to my ſelf, that one day I 
at ſhall repent, but how do I know that I ſhall have 

time ? Shall nor my Life end before I would have 
it? God hath numbred my Days ; who knows bur 
| the firſt Hour I ſhall ſpend in Sin, may be the 
thil laſt of my Life? Shall I be the firſt char hath been 
jj ſurprized? So many People both Younger, and 

J more healthful than IT, have been ſnatch'd away by 
. | ſudden Death ; I die asthey have — 

ſus Chriſt hath ſaid, that be wil! come as a Thief in 
and 7be Night, when he is not expetled, 1 never mind 
"J that cs than when I Sin, I ought then = = 
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afraid, leaſt he ſurprize me in the very att of 


vin. 

ITE. If to Day I will not abſtain from Sin. be 
cauſe I find pleaſure in it, would I be willing to at 
ſtain from it Ten Years hence? Will Sin be then 
without Pleaſure? Or ſhall I have leſs Senſe of 
Pleaſure rhan now I have ? © Experience hath ſuf 
ficiently taught me already, that the Enjoymen T7 
of Pleaſures rather kindles than extinguiſhes the 
defire of them, As there are Pleaſures for a2 
Pallats, fo there are for all Ages; Men 1mprowy: 
them daily, and daily invent. new ones. If L 
have a mind to Sin at preſent, that I may taſk 
the Pleaſures in vogue, I will have the ſame mind 
Ten Years hence, that I may taſte thoſe that willſ6 
then be in Faſhion. When we look upon 7 
Converſion in the future, nothing appears fo cal, 
to be done, becauſe we conſider. it as ftript 
all that may render - it difficule : But when ta 
future is become preſent, we well precetve, tha 1 
we have been deceived, we find violent and cx 
travagant Paſſions to be ſubdued, long Habits tha 
are to be deſtroyed ; we ſtand in need of ext 
ordinary Grace to ſucceed in that; and extradr 
dinary Grace is not ſo eafily given. God leaves 
off to call, when Men refuſe ro hear: If then. 
lets us to Day hear his: Voice, let. us-not. harde 
our Hearts; he hath too long invired us to Ic 
low him. Seeing we conceive there is a necel 
fity of doing ir, to what end ſhould we delay: 
Perhaps it will be too. late To Morrow ; letw 
therefore begin To Day : dixi,-nunc cepi. 


The End. 
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- A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 

O \ Moſt merciful God and Creator, 
aq who hath purer Eyes than to be- 


hold iniquity ; how ſhall I ahominable 
Wretch dare to appear before thee; who 
am nothing hut Pollution? I am defiled 
in my very Nature, having a backward- 
neſs to all Good, and a readineſs to all 
Evil; but. I have defiled my ſelf yet 
much worſe by my own Sins an4 Wick- 
ed cuſtorss: I have tranſgreſ#d my duty 
to thee, my Neighbour, and my 1-!t, - 
and that both iv Thonghr, in Word 
(a and 


- 
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and in Deed;.. by . doing thole-thing [| 
which thou haſt expreſly forbidden, 
and by negleCting to do thoſe things 
thou haſt commanded me; ' and hk 
not only through Ignorance and Frailty, 
but Knowingly and Wiltully, againſt the 
motions of rhy Spirit, and the checks 
of my own Conſcience to the contrary. | . 
And to make all theſe: out -of meaſure 
finful, I have gone on ina Daily courſe 
of repeating theſe provocations .againſt 
thee, rotwithſtarding all thy Calls 
and my cwn Purpoſes ard Vows of @ 
mendment. Yea, this very Day I have 
not ceaſed to add new Sins to all my 
former 'Guilts, | Here name the partic, 
lars.] And now, *O Lord, what ſhall IJ. 
ſay, or how fhall I open my Mouth 
feeingl have done thoſe things ; I know 
that the wages of thoſe Sins are Death ; 
But O thou that willeſt not the Death 
-of a Sinner., have mercy upon 'me;ſ. 
Work in mel teſecch thee a fincere con- 
trition and perfect hatred of my Sins, 
and let me nct -Daily confeſs, and as 
Daily renew them ; but grant, O Lord, 
from this Minute I may give a Bill 
of Divorce to. all my mott Beloved 
Luſts,and then be tnou pleaſed to eſpoulki 
me 


D RY pF, oo )oT vw BY... I Fwy m Ho © © aw, oo yu © 3” Ws 


A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 123 


me to thyTruth,Righteouſheſs and Holi- 
neſs : And for all my paſt Sins, O Lord, 
receive a Reconciliation ; accept of that 
Ranſom thy Bleſſed Son hath payed for 
me, and for his ſake whom thou haſt 
ſet forth for a Propitiation, Pardon all 
my offences, and receive me t> thy fa- 


vour. And when thou haſt thus ſpoken 


ace to my Soul, Lord, keep me that 
[rn not any more to folly, but <i{ta- 
bliſh me with = Grace, that no temp- 
tation of theWorld,nor the device of my 
own Fleſh may ever draw ms to oitend 
thee; that being made free from Sin, 
and becoming a vervant unto God, 1 may 
hav. my Fruit unto Holineſs, andthe 
end cyerlaſting Lite, through 7e/2« C5r1ſt 


our Lord. 
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Gracious God whoſe mercy en- 

dures for ever, I thy unworthy 
Servant who hath ſo deeply taſted of 
them. deſire to render thee the tribute 
of my humbleſt, praiſes 4or them. In 
thee, O Lord, I live. and move, and have 
my being: Thou firlt madeſt me to 
be, and then that I might not be mi- 
{erable, but happy, thou delivers thy 


Son out of thy Boſom, to deliver me. 


from the power of my Sins by his 
| Grace, and from the puniſhment of them 


by his Blood ; and by both to bring me. 
to his Glory. Thou haſt by thy Mercy 


cauſed me to be Born within thy Pe- 


culiar fold theChriſtian Church, whereI. 


was early conſecrated to thee inBaptiſin ; 
and Þ. have been partaker of all thoſe 
Spiritual helps, which might aid me to 
perform that Vow I there made to thee, 


and when by my own willfulneſs or neg-' 


ligence I have tailed to do it, yet thou 
in thy manitold Mercics hath not for- 
faken me, bur hath graciouſly invited 
me to Repentance , afforded me all 


means 
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means both outward and inward for 
it, and with much patience hath atten- 
ded, and not cut me off in the Acts of 
thoſe Damning Sins I have committed, 
as I have moſt juſtly. deſerved. It is, O 
Lord, thy reſtraining Grace: alone: by 
which I have bzen kept back from any 
of the greateſt Sins, and it is thy in- 
citing and afſiiting Grace alone by which. 
I have been enabled to do any the leaſt 
good ; therefore not unto me, but unto 
thyName be thePraiſes. For theſe andall 
other Spiritual Bleſſings my Soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and all that is within 
me praiſe his Holy Name, I likewiſe 
raiſe thee for all thoſe outwardBleſſings 
enjoy, as Health, Friends, Food and Ray- 


| ment, the comfort as well as neceſlaries of 


thisLife, for thoſe continual ProteCtions 
of thy : Hand by which I and mine are 


| kept from dangers.,and thoſe gracious de- 


liverances thou haſt aftorded out of fuch 
as have befallen me; and for that mercy 
of thine whereby thou haſt ſweetned 
and allayed thoſe troubles thou haſt 
not ſeen fit wholly to remove ; for thy 
particular preſervation of me this Night. 
and all other thy- goodneſs towards me ;. 
Lord grant that I may render thee, not 
only the fruic of my Lips, butthe vbedi- 

G 3 Ence. 
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ence of my Life, that ſo the Bleſlings 
here may be an earneſt of thoſe richer 


Bleſſings thou haſt gagnn” for thoſe 
that Love thee; and that for his ſake 


whom thou haſt made the Author of 


eternal Salvation to all that obey him, 
even 7eſi#s Chriſt, &c. | 
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Moſt Heavenly Father, we pro- 


rate our ſelves before thy glorious 
Majeſty ; and we heartily acknowledge 


thySovereign dominion over us ; we laud 
and magnity thy Eternal Power, Wiſ: 
dom, Goodneſs and Truth ; and we 
render our'*-moſt unfzigned thanks for 
the innumerable benefits which-thou in 
thy mercy hath confer'd upon us : A- 


bove all for thy | gracious Declaration 


thou haſt made of thy good Will to us 
in Chriſt Feſzs, by whom thou haſt in- 
vited and encouraged Sinners to return 


to thee, and direCt them in the way to. 


everlaſting Bliſs. WeBluſh to think of 
our ſhameful forgetfulneſs of thee, and 


ingratitude 


vw wnaMac7Gy 


Wann SL. 


4 Prayer for Monday Morning. 125 
ingratitude. to4hee, to whom we owe 
all that we have in this World, and all 
our hopes in the next. We moſt hum- 


J bly implore thy - tender metcies in the 


forgiveneſs of all our Sins, whereby we 
have offended in Thought, Word an4 

ed, againſt thy Juſt and Holy: Laws: 
For we are truly ſorry for all our mil- 
doings ; we utterly renounce whatſo- 
ever is contrary to thy Will, and here 
devote our ſelves entirely to the obedi- 
ence thereof, Accept, O molt gracious: 
God, cf this renewed Vow, and as thou 
doit inſpire us with Holy reſolutions, ſo 
accompany them always with the al- 
fiftance of thy Grace. We will endea- 
vour,OLotd, to preſerve a grateful ſenſe 
of thy mighty Love in our Mind, and 
to follow the Dattrine and Example of 
of thy Son eſs Chriſt, as becomes- 
thoſe who have ſuch a Blefſed hope, 
and look for ſuch great Salvation at 
the Day of his Glorious appearing. We 


_ defire above all things to be ſo Pure and 


Undefiled, ſo Meek and Gentle, fo Hum- 


He and Lowly, fs-Juſt and Merciful, ſo 


Peaceable and Patient, Contented - and 
Thankful, as our Blefled Lord and Ma- 
lter was; and. we. hope thou on 


a..4., 


dA arte tr 9 AI” 


"+ > — 
». <a PR” 4 > 
. . 


- Al all the gracious promiſes he hath 
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made to us. They are the Support, the 
the Comfort, the SatisfaQtion of our 
Hearts. Thou haſt mercifully kept us 


the laſt Night, Bleſſed be thy continued. 


Goodneſs, and raiſed usagain to fee the 
Light of this Morning. Receive us like: 
wiſe all this Day into thy ProteCtion, 


. to which we moft humbly commit 


our ſelves'; and we defire, thou knoweſt, 
the good of Mankind, as well as our 
own, eſpecially of all Chriſtian People; 


that they may all Walk worthy of the} 


Goſpel, and: live in Unity and Godly 


Love: To which we pray, that all Chrt 
{tian Kings, Princes and- Governors, may 
be Wiſe, Pious, Juſt and Merciful, and 


. that all his Miniſters of State and Of- 


ficers of Juſtice, may . conſcientiouſly 
diſcharge the duty repoſed'in them, ſeek: 
ing in their ſeveral places how to right 
the Oppreſſed, comfort the Aflicted, to 
provide for the Poor and Needy, and to 
Relieve all thoſe that are in any Mi- 
ſery. Bleſs our Clergy, ſucceed their 


Labours, and give us Grace to follow. 
their Godly Admonitions : The ſame 


Blefſing we crave for all Friends, Rela- 
tions and Acquaintance, that we may 


Live 
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Live in perfect Peace and Unity toge- 
ther ; doing our Duty to thee, and each 
ef other, that we may . give comfortable 
r | account of our ſelves, and rejoyce to- 
s | gether at the Great Day of our Lord 
1 | 7e/zs ; in whoſe HolyWords we beſeech 
2 f| thee to help us ſtill more heartily to 
> | offer up.our defires to thee, Our Father, 
KC. | -"'F 
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For Monday Night. 


"Oft merciful Father and Almigh-- 

ty Creator, by whom we were. 

made, and in whom we live, move, and” . 
have our-being ; to whole tender Com- 
paſhon we owe our ſafety the Day paſt, 
together with all the preſent comforts 
" Yor this Lite, and the hopes: of - thar 
' Iwhich is to come. We Praiſe and Laud 
' Fthee, O Lord, the Creator and Governor. 
ft the World : We- aſcribe all Great- 
neſs, Might, Majeſty, Wiſdom, Riches 
$2ad Bounty to thee : We bow our ſelves 
likewiſe before thee, and we have: 


nothing but what we receive from thee. 
_ Bleſfed 
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Bleſſed be thy Great Goodneſs for the 
long Health, which by thy favour we 
have enjoyed ;z4 for our Food and our 
Rayment, for our Peace and Safety. for 
the Society of our Friends, and the Love 
of our Neighbours , for the ſucceſs thou 
haſt given to our honeſt Labours after 
the things of this Life: We-can never 
Bleſs thee enough - for that wonderful 
Grace which put Feſus Chriſt to reveal 
that eternal Life to us, aud to direCt us 
in the way that leads unto it. 
thank thee with all our Souls, that we 
feel in our Hearts any motion towards 
thee. Behold, O Lord, we preſent our 
{clves here before thee to be inſpired 
with ſuch a vigorous and full fenſe of thy 
Love, as may move us more powerfully 
towards thee: We hope thou wilt 
never leave us, nor forſake us; but con: 
duct us ſafe through all Varieties and 
Changes -of our condition here, in an: 
vr.changeableLove to thee, ard in an hol 
Compoſure and Tranquility of Mind 
in thy Love to us, till we come to Li 
with thee, and enjoy thee for ever. And 
now that we are going to lay our ſelve 
down toReft,take us into thy graciousPre- 
tection, and {ettle ourSpirits in AG” 
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and delightful thoughts of the Glory 

ve Jwhere our Lord Fe/ix Lives, that we 

ur may be willing to leave this World, an4 
or to go to him who died forus, that whe- 
ve [ther we wake or Sep we ſhall rye to- 
ou f gether with him. . To his Bleſſing we. 
commend all Mankind, of whatſoever 

rank and condition they be, that.they 

may all be ſo happy as to do their ſeve- 

ral Duties carefully, and to.enjoy .con- 

tentedly whatever is needful for them. 
We leave all we have with thee, eſpe-- 
cially our Friends and. thoſe whoare dear 

unto us; deſiring , that when . we are: 
Dead, rhey may lift up. their Souls in 

this manner unto thee, and teach thoſe 

that come after to praiſe, loye and obey 

thee; and rhat if we awake again in the. 
Morning, our Mouths may likewiſe. 
praiſe thee again with joyful - Lips, and. 
w2 may ſtill offer our ſelves a more 
acceptable Sacrifice to thee, through. 

Feſus Chriſt,in whoſe Words we beſeech 

thes to hear us, &c. 
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Oſt gracious God, and merciful 
Father, who of thy goodneſs 


haſt preſerved me from the Perils of 


this Night, and fately brought me to 
the beginning of this Day ; preſerve 
me in the ſame, I humbly beſeech thee, 
from all Sin and Danger, poſleſs my 
Mind with a continual ſence of thy pre- 
| lence, and ſo Direct, Santtifie and Go- 
vern my Soul and Body in the Ways 
of thy Laws, and: the Works of th 
Commandments, that through thy mol 
gracious ProteQion, I may be preſerved 
form all Evil, both this Day, and for 
ever, through 7eſws Chriſt my dear Re- 
ge:mer, of | | 
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For Tueſday: Nizht. 
1 (OD) Qeporeme maker, who dwel- 
ls J leſt in that Light, which no mor- 


ff tal Eye can approach; and. by -whoſe 

0 providence all things : were made- and 
govern'd, look down in mercy upon me 

> | thy unworthy Creature here proſtrate be: 

y |'fore thee; pardon all my Sins, and let 

>| the light of thyCountenance ſo ſhine up- 

> on me. that neither the Prince of Dark- 

'S || nefs may have-any Power over me, nor 
4 the Works of Darkneſs overwhelm me; . 

T {| but that by thy mighty ProteCtion I may 

1 | be defended-both in Body and Soul, from 

rf all the Perils and Dangers. of this Night, 

-f| through 7e/as Chriſt my dear Redeemer. 


>, 
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Holy Lord God, I Weep and Be- 

wale the Corruptneſs of my Na- 

ture, my averhon to good, and inclina- 
tion to all Evil : O Qo thou mortify my 
Luſts, and quicken thoſe Seeds of Vir- 
tue which thy Holy Spirit hath Planted, 
in me. Create in me a thankful Heart, 

- make me truly ſenſible of = Obligation 
to thee, and let me expreſs my thank- 
fulneſs to thee, by an entire obedience 
to all thy Laws. Enable me to refign 
my ſelf up wholly to thy diſpoſal, and: 
to ſerve thee with all ths powers of my 
Soul and Body, that after this painful 
Lite ended, I may enjoy everlaſting Bliſs 
and Felicity by the intercefſion of my 
only Saviour and Redeemer, who in com- 
paſſion to our Infirmities, hath taught us 
when we pray, to ſay, Our Father, &c. 


Bad. - tte. tain SOR. : foes 6 eons ad. am. mn. 
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For Wednefday Night. 


O Moſt Great and Glorious God, 1 
beſeech thee give thy Angels charge 
over me, to keep me in all thy ways, 
that no Evil happen unto me, nor any 
Plague furround my dwelling. ' Bleſs 
and Proſper, I humbly beſeech,. all my 
Relations, Friends and Acquaintance ; 
grant mea moderate and refreſhing Sleep, 
{uch as may fit mefor Duties of the Day 
following ; make me always mindful of 
my latter End, that when I expire, I may 
peaceably refign my Soul into the Hands 
of my dear Redeemer, to whom be Ho- 
nour, Power and Glory, &«s. - 


7 56. 
A Prayer for Thurſday Morning. 


Thou moſt dreadful - Majeſty. of 
. Heaven and Earth, who perie&ly. 
hacerh all. Iniquity,. and.will not be.re-- 
conciled. to any impenitent Sinnezx,. how 
ſhallT a miſerable polluted Wretch, dare. 
to look upon. thee.: I confeſs, O-Lord, . 
I am a moſt - grevious and . abominable ' 
Sinner, and do altogether deſerve th 

Wrath and Indignation : And now, O. 
God, what can I ſay for my ſelf, I have: 
nothing - to- plead- in. my. own excuſe; [ 
have nothing to fly unto, . but that mercy : 
I have too long abuſed ;- my Conſcience, | 
condemns me, my* Sins cry. loud againft . 

me : Wherefore for eſis Chrift his 
ſake, have mercy upon me, heal my 
Soul, for1 have Sinned againſt thee. [ 
defire, O Lord, to return unto thee, and. 
orant thar.I may Love the thing which 
thou Commandeft, and defire that which. 
thou doft pony that ſo among the 
{ſundry and manifold changes of the: 


World, my Heart may ſurely there be 
fixed, where true Joys are to be found, 
thro* Zeſws Chrift our Lord. | 


For © 


137 | 
Fer Thurſday Night. 


| () Moſt gracious God, I Bleſs and 
| ! Praiſe thy Name, for all thy. mer- 
cies thou continually. heaps upon me,par- 
 Iticularly for thoſe which L have received 
{from thee. Pardon I beſeech thee: all 
the Sins and negligences of which I have 
been at any time guilty, let not them . 
hinder the continuance of thy mercy and 
favour towards me, on which all the 
comforts of my Life depend. I com- 
mend my {elf to thy gracious ProteCtion, 
Guidance. and Bleſſing this Night and 
ever, beſceching thee to ſave and defend 
me Sleeping and Waking, that _ 
in thy peace, Living in thy fear, an 
Dying in thy favour, I may be raiſed by 
thy Power unto everlaſting Lite, thro* 


eſis Chriſt my Saviour, &c. 


138 
F Prayer for Friday Morning. 
Moſt Bleſſed God: I adore and 
Q 


humbly Worſhip thee, I acknow: 

my dependance on thee, by thee T 
Live and Move, and to thy Bounty I| 
owe all the good things I enjoy ; I thank Þ 
thee for preſerving. me this Night, and! 
for raifing me up to the Light of ano- [l 
ther Day ; keep me in the ſame from| 
all Sin and Danger, and ſo dire&t me. injm 
thy Ways, that thy Word being myit 
Rule, thy Grace my guide and aſk tt 
ftance, thy Goodneſs, my Pattern andjk 
Example, thy Joys may be my everlaſtingſa! 
Recompence and Reward , thro? theſ{t! 
Merits of Ze/ws Chri/? my Saviour, &c. 


139 
| i Friday Night. 


4 ©; Moſt gracious God, as thou haſt 
Ve preſerved me hitherto this Day, 
TÞo Bleſs me, I beſeech thee, the. re- 
 Tmaining part of ir, that endeavouring 
ak ſuncerely in all my Defigns, Words, De- 
ndfuires and AQions, to approve my ſelf to 
0- thee, as thy Good and Faithful Servant. 
mf! may with a good Conſcience preſent 
infmy {elf before thee in the concluſion of 
nyſit; and with the greater confidence of 
i thy gracious'acceptance, renew my Prai- 
ndj}ics,and commend my ſelf to thy Blefling, 
ngjand I hope for thy continued Protection, 
is thro* Chriſt Zeſa4s, &C. 

? 
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A Prayer for Saturday Morning. 


Thou ever Bleſſed Majeſty, who 

F# knoweth the Infirmities of my 
Nature, and among how many Dangers 
I live, being continually Subjett to. the 
deceits of the World, the Fleſh and the 


Devil ; grant me the aſbſtance of thy 


powerful Grace, and. enable me to refif 
and: overcome all temptations to Sin, 
from the Snares of the World, the cor- 
ruptions of my Nature, the Acts and 
Defigns of the Devil, from the miſchiet. 


} << My 99 Mins 


of eyil Counſel, the infeCtion of bad ex- [1 


ample, a great Danger and invincible 


Temptation, good Lord deliver me. Let: 
every metcy have its due effect upon me, 


every opportunity of Repentance make 
me better; and if a Temptation prove 
too hard for me, let me not Sleep with 
an unrepented Sin in my Bolom, but 
give mea Penitent Heart, a watchful 
and upright Conſcience ; let thy good- 


neſs be my Pattern, and make me ulſe-' 
tul in the ſiation thou haſt placed me; 


give ine a Heart and Wiſdom to do good. 
O Ornnipotent God, to whom every 


thing is pefſible ; SanQtify my corrupt 


Nature. 


For Saturday Morning IAI 
Nature, and let thy gracious aids ſup- 
ply all my defeQts, :and help my in- 
firmities, that I may Live in thy Love 
and Fear, Die in thy Favour, and be pre- 
pared for the great account I am to give, 
and be rewarded with thy faithful Ser- 
vants to the Joy of thy reſt. 


E; For Saturday Nzebr. 


| Moſt glorious God, the Fountain 
() of all Goodneſs and all Grace, 
from whom Angels and Men and all 
Creatures have Teceived all the good 
they have in them : I acknowledge the 
infinite obligations thou haſt lay'd upon 
all to Love and Serve thee: But with 
ſhame I muſt confeſs I have . not Lov'd, 
nor Serv'd thee as I ought, nay, I have 
diſhonoured and offended thee asI ought 
not, in my Thoughts, in my Words, in 
my Actions, by all the ſenſes of m 
Body, and all the Powers of my Soul, 
[ have broken thy righteous Laws .; and 
as a greater Addition, I have gone on 
Jn a Daily courſe of repeating thoſe 
. Provocations againſt thee, notwith- 
|. Btanding all thy Calls and my own Vows 
of amendment. .And now, O-Lord, what 
1all I do, or whether {hall T fly ? How 
Can 
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I42 For Saturday Night. 


can I hope for mercy, that have deſer- } 


ved the Rigour of thy Juſtice? Receive 
me, O merciful Father, and be reconciled 
unto me in the Mercies and Merits of 
thy dear Son: For his ſake reſtore me 
again to thy Graceand Favour. Let my 
Mind be ever poſleſs'd with a powerful 
ſenſe of thee, and an Ardent Love to thee, 
and an Holy care to pleaſe and obey thee. 
And leaſt Ingratitude for former fa- 
vours receiv'd ſhould ſtop thy Current of 
future Bleflings ; I humbly return thee 
my moſt unteigned thanks, for all thy 
Goodneſs and Loving kindneſs from time 
to time beſtowed on me ; in theſe Holy 
Thoughts and Defires, I recommend my 
ſelf to thy gracious ProreCtion this 
Night. O ler me find them freſh and 
lively in my Soul, when I awake in the 
Morning, as todiſpoſe and fit me for the 
Duries ot thy Worſhip and Service : An 
the ſame mercies whichlT beg for my ſel, 
I defire for the reſt of Mankind, that 
they carefully live and obey thce, and by 
the interceſſion of Fe/xs Chriſt our deaf* 


Redeemer enjoy everlaſting Joy and Fe © 


licity in the World to come, to whom 
be all Praiſe, Honour and Glory, Ec. 
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Wellington at the Do/phin and Crown 
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H E Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 
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-| Chriſtian Religion. By Robert Fenkin, 
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tem! poraty with them ; and brief acroun 
of their Ne Of rates and Political Go- 


bo 
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Dyydlen In Three ag The Third} 
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